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City has no timeline for algae solution 


KENDRICK CALFEE 
Community News Editor | @KoalaCalfee 


ith no official projections 
or timeline in place to tack- 
le concerns with contact of 


Mozingo Lake, the city council and 
other city staff toured the Maryville 
Water Treatment Plant Feb. 10 to get 
a gauge on the best plan of action for 
longer-term solutions. 

Water facility employees in- 
formed city staff of details they 
are looking to perfect on their end 
of the issue, like using a stronger 
microscope for more accurate test- 
ing at the plant. Since the lake is 
recording varying numbers in cell 
counts of the bacteria produced 
from recent algae blooms, the fa- 
cility is required to meet standards 
provided by the Missouri Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources for two 
consecutive weeks, which is what 
has been delaying the removal of 
warning signage at Mozingo Lake. 

City Manager Greg McDanel 
helped guide the tour with water 
facility employees who operate 
through PeopleService Inc., a wa- 
ter and wastewater management 
company out of Omaha, Nebraska. 


McDanel said there is a miscon- 
ception that the overuse of mem- 
branes has caused the discoloration 
and odor in the water. For city staff, 
he asked water facility employee 
George Hulett to explain the mem- 
branes further. 

“(The filtration system) basical- 
ly pulls the organics out of the wa- 
ter,” Hulett said. “What’s in there 
could pass through... so basically 
the best way to combat that is with 
carbon. The GAC, granular activat- 
ed carbon.” 

These are the same type of mem- 
branes Public Works Director C.E. 
Goodall presented to city coun- 
cil at its Jan. 13 meeting, which a 
25% down payment was approved 
for. The overall cost of the mem- 
branes approved is $1.8 million, 
which Goodall said is sounding like 
a more long-term goal for the city. 

An activated carbon system, 
which would be an upgrade from 
the current system, would cost the 
city an additional $6.6 million, 
which has been discussed as an op- 
tion for sustainability. 

However, Hulett said the carbon 
solution is out of reach for the time 
being, and that facility employees 
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RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIAN 
Caution signage warning citizens 
against contact with Mozingo Lake 
has been visible surrounding the lake 
since Jan. 15. 


are looking at other routes to take. 

“Tt’s not really an option here,” 
Hulett said in reference to one as- 
pect of the filtration process. “But 
that’s your best way to combat it.” 

Hulett said working with a stron- 
ger oxidant could also help in their 
job of filtering 5 million gallons of 
water per day. 
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KENDRICK CALFEE | NW MISSOURIAN 
The Maryville City Council toured the Maryville Water Treatment Plant Feb. 10. Employees of PeopleService Inc. led the tour, informing city staff and 
council of general operation procedures and addressed recent concerns involving the algae bloom at Mozingo Lake. 


Northwest hosts anti-hazing event 


MADELINE MAPES 
News Reporter | @MadelineDMapes 


A young man passed out on the 
couch in a fraternity house after 
pledging. His skin was cold and 
clammy. His fraternity brothers left 
him on the couch after forcing him 
to drink multiple times throughout 
the night. His blood alcohol level 
was 0.495%. 

Another young man pledged 
into a fraternity. During the night 
of his pledge, he was forced to 
binge drink. 

That night, he was so drunk that 
he fell down the stairs of the frater- 
nity house, suffering multiple inter- 
nal and external injuries. He was 
taken to the hospital later where he 
eventually was pronounced brain 
dead and went into cardiac arrest. 

Both men died from hazing in 
their fraternities. After their deaths, 
their mothers got in touch and be- 
gan anti-hazing research to com- 
bat the issue. Eventually, the moth- 
ers started an anti-hazing preven- 
tion that made its way to North- 
west Feb. 6. 

Rae Anne Gruver and Evelyn 
Piazza are the mothers of the late 
Max Gruver and Timothy Piazza. 
The two mothers gave their presen- 
tation, “Love, Mom and Dad,” to 
Northwest’s Greek Life and Greek 
Life students from several other 
schools at the Ron Houston Center 
for the Performing Arts. 


RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIAN 


Rae Anne Gruver shows the last picture taken with her son Max Gruver, who died as a result of hazing at Lousisana 
State University in September 2017, as part of an anti-hazing presentation Feb. 6 in the Performing Arts Center. 


“The actions taken by these haz- 
ers resulted in my son’s death,” Rae 
Anne Gruver said. 

This anti-hazing convention was 
hosted by Northwest Greek Life as 
part of a weekend-long 2020 MIAA 
Executive Greek Leadership Retreat. 

Throughout the course of the 
weekend visiting universities and 
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Greek Life at Northwest participat- 
ed in several events Feb. 6-8. 
Megan DeShon, the assistant di- 
rector of Greek Life, said this re- 
treat was the first ever for the MIAA 
and Northwest’s Greek Life coordi- 
nated and hosted the entire week- 
end. Other universities within the 
MIAA were invited to participate 
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in the retreat. 
“Tt was awesome. I think it went 
really well,” DeShon said. 
DeShon said the events Feb. 7 and 
Feb. 8 had nearly 100 people from 
leaders in Northwest’s Greek Life and 
Greek Life from other universities. 
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LIZ SWAFFORD 
News Reporter | @lizswafford3 


The Board of Regents passed a 
resolution to create an online Mas- 
ter of Science in nursing program 
Jan. 30. 

In 2017, the Board of Regents 
passed a motion that extended the 
curriculum on the nursing program. 
It allowed new additions and signif- 
icant changes. The meeting in 2020 
was about expanding the program. 

The current nursing program 
only offers a pre-nursing track and 
a registered nurse to Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. The new de- 
gree through the University will 
help nurses who would like to 
achieve their master’s. 

The pre-nursing program the 
University offers allows students 
to complete the standard beginning 
courses of this degree, but they then 
had to transfer to a different school 
to complete their degree. Then, 
with the registered nurse to Bach- 
elor of Science, it allows current 
nurses to come and achieve their 
bachelor’s degree online. 

With this new proposal, current 
registered nurses who have ob- 
tained their Bachelors of Science 
in nursing can take classes online 
through Northwest and obtain their 
Master of Science in nursing. 

Provost Jamie Hooyman 
brought the program to the board 
for approval. She said in her pro- 
posal that this program can help 
nursing students obtain leadership 
positions easier. 

“The nursing profession contin- 
ues to encourage nurses to advance 
their education. Nurses who aspire 
to gain leadership roles are being 
asked to hold graduate degrees,” 
Hooyman said at the meeting. 

Hooyman said, according to re- 
cent studies, this program would 
be a great asset to the University. 

“Northwest’s Nursing Advisory 
Board identified the need for grad- 
uate education options for profes- 
sional nurses in the region and na- 
tion,” Hooyman said. “Market anal- 
ysis conducted by Academic Part- 
nerships shows there is strong in- 
terest from potential students in the 
state and region.” 

Director of Nursing Brooke 
McAtcee said the program would 
be great for people who are al- 
ready nurses. 

“That’s a huge advantage of go- 
ing back to school after you’ve al- 
ready started working as a regis- 
tered nurse — getting your associ- 
ate’s degree and then your bache- 
lors — is that your employer might 
reimburse you,” McAtcee said. 

According to the meeting’s open 
agenda, this program will be a 30- 
hour graduate program. 

According to the document, the 
program will offer 15 hours of core 
classes with the remaining 15 hours 
completed in either the nurse ex- 
ecutive/administration track or the 
nurse educator track. 

McAtee said the planning took 
about three months before it was 
presented to the faculty senate. 

“We started developing curricu- 
lum in about September and devel- 
oped 15 courses and set course de- 
scriptions to them,” McAtee said. 

Hooyman said the program will 
not require Northwest to hire any 
new faculty. 

The Board approved the cre- 
ation of the program unanimous- 
ly. The program will be an online 
course of study and will start in the 
fall 2020 semester. 
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NEWS 


Mayor, city councilman re-run unopposed 


KENDRICK CALFEE 
Community News Editor | @KoalaCalfee 


A general municipal election for 
the appointment of two Maryville 
city council members will take 
place April 7, an election voters 
need to register by March 11. 

The two officials up for reelec- 
tion are Councilman Ben Lipiec 
and Mayor Rachael Martin. 

The council serves as the gov- 
erning body of the city, making de- 
cisions that affect the daily lives of 
nearly 12,000 citizens, formulating 
policies and providing direction to 
the staff through the city manager. 

Traditionally, council mem- 
bers serve as advocates in re- 
gional boards and commissions 
like the Greater Maryville Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the North- 
west Missouri Regional Council 
of Governments. 

As of Feb. 12, both Martin and 
Lipiec are running unopposed in 
the election. If the candidates won, 
they would secure public office 
seats for three more years. 

Mayor Rachael Martin 

Rachael Martin has served the 
city as mayor since her first ap- 
pointment in 2014 and reelection in 
2017. Rachael Martin replaced Ja- 
son McDowell, who was reelected 
to city council following Rachael 
Martin taking office. 

Rachael Martin came to 
Maryville in 2005 to attend North- 
west. She graduated with a Bache- 
lor of Science in marketing and met 
her husband, Aramark Senior Food 
Service Director Spencer Martin, 
while attending. 

Rachael Martin spends her free 
time with her three young children 
at home, who she said love spend- 
ing time outdoors. 

In addition to her responsibili- 
ties on the council, Rachael Martin 
works for Bank Midwest. 

Rachael Martin has been part 
of planning numerous projects in 
Maryville and helped dedicate bud- 
gets and policy allowing them to 
take place. She said she likes be- 


ing a part of Maryville’s close-knit 
community and hopes to continue 
in public office to make changes 
for the better. 

A few projects and changes Ra- 
chael Martin has been involved in 
include receiving a $10.4 million 
grant for the South Main Improve- 
ment project, breaking ground for 
the new Maryville Public Safe- 
ty Facility, helping crews fill pot- 
holes after the 2018-19 winter sea- 
son, several ribbon cutting ceremo- 
nies for businesses and the Fourth 
Street project. 

More recent work from the may- 
or includes working with City 
Manager Greg McDanel on prob- 
lem-solving issues with Mozingo 
Lake and working to strengthen 
the water filtration process at the 
city water facility. Rachael Martin 


ANDREW WEGLEY | NW MISSOURIAN 
Nearing the completion of his first three-year term on Maryville City Coun- 
cil, councilman Ben Lipiec, a Northwest graduate, is running for re-election 
unopposed in Maryville’s general municipal election April 7. 


joined the council on a tour of the 
facility Feb. 10. 

Rachael Martin said she has en- 
joyed building partnerships with 
local organizations and entities to 
progress together and hopes her 
work will help provide a bright fu- 
ture for Maryville citizens. 

“When we are finished, people 
will not believe what we started 
with,” Rachael Martin said. 
Councilman Ben Lipiec 

Lipiec was elected to his first 
three-year term to the city council 
in 2017. A lifelong resident of the 
Maryville area, Lipiec graduated 
from Northwest in 2007. 

In addition to responsibilities on 
city council, Lipiec works as the sales 
supervisor at Nucor-LMP, a company 
that produces steel products. 

Lipiec lives in Maryville with 


his wife Mandy and their four chil- 
dren. He volunteers at Big Broth- 
ers Big Sisters, United Way and 
The Source. 

His time on council has been 
much like that of Martin’s, helping 
discuss and decide budget moves, 
project planning and being in- 
volved in the community. 

Lipiec said his favorite part of 
being in public office is seeing first- 
hand the kind of work that goes into 
making changes for the city. 

“Some of my favorite experi- 
ences while being on council are 
just that — the growth of a small 
town and the many transforma- 
tions,” Lipiec said. 

Lipiec mentioned the confer- 
ence center, the new Public Safe- 
ty building, the construction of 
Hughes Fieldhouse and the prog- 


ANDREW WEGLEY | NW MISSOURIAN 
Rachael Martin, who has served as Maryville’s mayor since replacing Jason 
McDowell in 2014, is seeking her second reelection to the office in the gener- 
al municipal election April 7. Martin is running unopposed. 


ress of the South Main Improve- 
ment Project as highlights of his 
time in office so far. 

Lipiec was published in the 
Maryville Forum in March 2019 
with a piece where he discussed lo- 
cal changes and citizen participa- 
tion in the governmental process. 
Filling the spot of mayor pro-tem, 
he encouraged citizens to be knowl- 
edgeable about the processes and 
planning the city undergoes weekly. 

Lipiec said he has learned a lot 
in serving on council and looks for- 
ward to continuing to serve the city 
as a councilman. 

“There are so many different 
plans for Maryville over the next 
few years that it excites me to say 
that, yes, Iam running again on the 
April ballot,” Lipiec said. 


Multi-organizational social event attracts low turnout 


LIZ SWAFFORD 
News Reporter | @lizswafford3 


Student Activities Council, Con- 
cerned Advocates for Relationship 
Equality and Active Minds hosted 
Speed Connections at 7 p.m. Feb. 
10 in the J.W. Jones Student Union. 

At the event, participants came 
and sat across from each other and 
were asked to talk about a series 
of questions. The questions ranged 
from “What’s your dream vacation?” 
to “What are your pet peeves?” Af- 
ter each of the four rounds, the par- 
ticipants would switch where they 
were sitting and go to someone new. 

Speed Connections was meant 
to be like speed dating but for 
friends. Six people attended the 
event, but because of low atten- 
dance, the hosts of the event had 
to join in on the questions. 

CARE Advisor Rachel Ander- 
son said that when she made the 
questions she really just wanted to 
get people talking. 

“We chose these questions be- 
cause they were getting to know you 
questions, icebreaker questions and 
really just goofy things that could 
get people talking,” Anderson said. 

The event was co-hosted by the 
three different organizations in or- 
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Three organizations joined to set up Speed Connections, an event held on Feb. 10 at J.W. Jones Student Union where 
students got together to meet new friends and create new bridges while having fun, eating some snacks and learn- 
ing about different options to get involved on campus. 


der to take the weight off of all 
three of their backs. 

Anderson said it was much eas- 
ier to plan, especially since each 
group only had a portion of the 
work to do. She said CARE chose 
to partner with the two groups in 
the spirit of making connections. 
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“Active Minds is all about men- 
tal health and a part of having good 
mental health is having those con- 
nections and that support system. 
We were hoping that could be some- 
thing people found here,” Ander- 
son said. “Then we partnered with 
SAC because they put on really great 
events all throughout the year and we 
thought that attaching their name to 


this event would put it on the map.” 

Director of Special Events for SAC 
Garrison Kennedy said that SAC pro- 
vided the food for the event and then 
helped the other two organizations 
with anything else they needed. 

“For this event, planning was re- 
ally simple because it was all three 
organizations. SAC mostly just pro- 
vided the food while CARE and 


Active Minds did promotional ma- 
terial. We distributed it, but they de- 
signed it, and they also got a photo 
booth. This was a really good, col- 
laborative event; it took a lot of in- 
dividual stress off of each organi- 
zation,” Kennedy said. 

Active Minds and CARE had 
worked together before with an 
event last semester, but 

SAC, Active Minds and CARE 
had never worked together before. 

Director of Marketing and Pro- 
motions for SAC Carlee Rupe said 
getting to work with the different 
organizations was a really great op- 
portunity for them. 

“Through this event we got to 
meet some really amazing people 
who have a passion for the same 
things that we do. We consider SAC 
to be really inclusive and trying to 
have a positive environment and we 
felt like it was a good fit for both 
these groups,” Rupe said. 

Jessica Hollis, a freshman stu- 
dent who attended the event, said 
she decided to go because she was 
hoping to look for new friends. 

“T kinda wanted to make more 
friends,” Hollis said. “I feel like I 
don’t really fit in my friend group that 
[have right now. I felt like this would 
be a great opportunity to come meet 
people and put myself out there.” 
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University seeks 
student input on 
laptop options 


SAMANTHA COLLISON 
Campus News Editor | @SammieCollison 


Keeping with the cycle of re- 
placing student laptops every 
three years, the Office of Infor- 
mation and Technology present- 
ed its four laptop candidates for 
students to vote on Feb. 5-6 in the 
B.D. Owens Library. 

The four laptops being consid- 
ered this year are the Dell Lati- 
tude 3301, Dell Latitude 5400, HP 
Elitebook 840 G6 and HP Probook 
445R G6. 

The Elitebook is an updated 
version of the laptop full-time 
students use. 

The laptops vary in size, weight, 
battery life, ports and aesthetic fea- 
tures like backlit keyboards and 
camera covers. 

Manager of Technology Ser- 
vices Merlin Miller said the tech- 
nology team selects laptops from 
a pool of companies with exist- 
ing contracts with the University. 
He said he wants the newest mod- 
els, but the laptops also need to be 
within budget because he does not 
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Students from different organi- 
zations went to Jefferson City, Mis- 
souri, to advocate for higher educa- 
tion funding and to learn about state 
government Feb. 4-5, but their in- 
terviews with legislators were can- 
celed because of the Chiefs parade. 

Student Senate, for the last sev- 
eral years, has taken a group of stu- 
dents down to the state capitol to 
lobby and advocate for higher edu- 
cation funding. The students don’t 
just have to be senators. Any student 
can apply, and the Governmental 
Affairs Committee in Student Sen- 
ate chooses from those applicants. 

While on the trip, the group was 
able to get a tour of the capitol. But, 
the second day they were unable to 
interview senators and returned to 
Maryville early. 

Assistant Professor Luke Camp- 
bell said this was due to inclement 
weather. However, Student Af- 
fairs Chair for Student Senate ju- 
nior James Palmer and Student Sen- 


want to propose an increase to the 
technology fee, which was $23.20 
per credit hour for fiscal year 2020. 

Based on the features preferred 
by students and the price range, 
Dell and HP sent the four sam- 
ples to the University for students 
to interact with. 

Over the course of two days, the 
team collected around 150 votes 
from students. 

The Dell Latitude 3301 was 
the least popular with nine votes 
at the end of the day Feb. 6. Stu- 
dents said they didn’t like that it 
didn’t have a backlit keyboard and 
was smaller than the other options. 
The Dell Latitude 5400 was also 
relatively unpopular with 18 votes. 

“Usually students like the 14- 
inch screen,” Miller said. “Any- 
thing smaller and they aren’t as 
satisfied with them. ... The 13-inch 
screen they kind of didn’t like, and 
if you really look at that machine, 
it has limited port options.” 
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The Final Four Laptops 


Dell Latitude Dell Latitude HP Elitebook HP ProBook 


Model 38301 


Display 


13.3” 


Model 5400 


14” 


Model 840 G6 Model 445R G6 


14” 14” 


Camera Standard Standard HD: 720 HD 720 
Privacy Shutter Privacy Shutter 
Microphone Standard Standard Triple Array = Dual Array 
Storage 265GB 265GB 265GB 265GB 
Solid State Solid State Solid State Solid State 
Battery FourCell Three Cell Three Cell Three Cell 


Express Charge 


Long-life 


Long-life 


Keyboard - 


Backlit 


Backlit 


Backlit 


Spill Resistant 


Ports 


1 USB3 


3 USB3 


Express Charge 


2 USB3 


Long-life 


3 USB3 


Long-life 


Market Price 


$1,019.00 


$1,019.00 


$1,411.92 


$899.00 


SOURCE: NORTHWEST INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
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A group of Northwest students traveled to Jefferson City, Missouri, Feb. 4-5 to meet with lawmakers and lobby for 
funding for higher education as part of the annual Student Senate Legislative Reception. 


ate President senior Asma Hassan 
said it was due to the Kansas City 
Chiefs parade celebrating its 2020 
Super Bowl victory. 

According to the Journal of the 
House and the Journal of the Senate, 
both chambers of the Missouri Gen- 
eral Assembly were in session Feb. 5. 

Campbell said the group was 
still able to sit in on a session while 
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on their tour. 

“Our State Sen. Dan Hegeman, 
did recognize us in the gallery and 
made a motion in the Senate to have 
us recognized, so that was some- 
thing,” Campbell said in an email. 

Palmer had an internship in 
the Missouri House last year. He 
said this was his second year go- 
ing on the trip and that he thought 
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many great opportunities could 
come of it. 

“Tt’s a very good networking op- 
portunity to meet representatives 
and make our faces known. We’re 
really the face of Northwest, so if 
they ever come up to Northwest 
for whatever reason or we ever go 
back down there, they recognize us 
as Northwest,” Palmer said. 


The monks of Conception Abbey invite you to join 
them for prayer, just 20 miles east of Maryville. 
People of all faiths are always welcome. 


For a complete listing of our daily prayer schedule, 
visit www.conceptionabbey.org/guests. 
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Students snubbed by legislators at reception 


Hassan said she has attended the 
reception all four years she’s been 
involved in Student Senate. 

“Honestly, every year that I have 
gone, I just feel like I’ve learned 
something different. I’ve gone for 
four years now, and I just really 
loved it. The first time I went I just 
thought, ‘I have to go every year,” 
Hassan said. 

Northwest students are taken 
specifically because the Universi- 
ty wants to be known and wants to 
have a say in the fiscal year budget. 
Bringing people from different or- 
ganizations allowed for a broader 
perspective. Hassan said that was 
one of the main reasons why they 
brought people who weren’t on 
Student Senate. 

“Government affairs accepts 
people based on the application and 
what they can advocate for. We try 
to bring as many people as we can, 
not only senators,” Hassan said. 
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POLICE 
BLOTTERS 


for the week of Feb. 13 


Northwest Missouri 
State University 


Police Department 


Feb. 6 

A summons was issued to 
Logan P. Adams, 19, Jeremy 
D. Root, 19, and Wyatt 

M. Ursendowski, 19, for 
possession of marijuana at 
Perrin Hall. 


Feb. 7 

A summons was issued to 
Victor J. Shores for unlawful 
possession of a firearm on 
the 900 block of North Walnut 
Street. 

There is an open investigation 
for harassment at Perrin Hall. 
A summons was issued 

to Kristin S. Kirwin, 19, 

and Lydia Martin, 19, for 
possession of marijuana at 
Perrin Hall. 


Feb. 8 

A summons was issued 

to Christian J. Keller 

for possession of drug 
paraphernalia at Hudson Hall. 
There was a closed 
investigation for a liquor law 
violation at Perrin Hall. 


Feb. 9 

There was a closed 
investigation for a liquor law 
violation at Roberta Hall. 


Maryville Department 


of Public Safety 


Jan. 31 

There is an ongoing investigation 
for burglary on the 200 block of 
South Newton Street. 


Feb. 3 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for lost or stolen 
property on the 1400 block of 
North Country Club Road. 

A summons was issued to 
Katie G. Carter, 19, of Silver 
City, lowa, for wanted on 
warrant and failure to appear 
on the 400 block of North 
Market Street. 


Feb. 5 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for lost or stolen 
property on the 1600 block of 
South Main Street. 

A summons was issued to 
Andrew J. Krindler, 27, for 
driving while suspended and 
improper display of plates on the 
1400 block of South Main Street. 


Feb. 6 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for burglary on the 
2000 block of East First Street. 


Feb. 7 

A summons was issued to Vasu 
Dilwal, 24, for driving while 
intoxicated, no valid driver’s 
license and careless and 
imprudent driving on the 400 
block of North Walnut Street. 

A summons was issued to 

Carl D. Dosztan Jr., 34, of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, for wanted 
on warrant and failure to 
appear on the 400 block of 
North Market Street. 

A summons was issued to 
Robin R. Martin, 48, of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, for wanted 
on warrant and failure to 
appear on the 400 block of 
North Market Street. 

There is an ongoin 

investigation for fraud on the 600 
block of North Walnut Street. 
There is an ongoing investigation 
for trespassing on the 400 block 
of East Davidson Square. 


Feb. 8 

A summons was issued to 
Zachary S. Geniuk, 19, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, for 
driving while suspended and 
failure to use turn signal on the 
600 block of College Park Drive. 
A summons was issued 

to Andrew R. Muir, 30, of 
Marysville, Washington, for 
disorderly conduct, failure to 
comply and resisting arrest 
on the 300 block of North 
Market Street. 

A summons was issued to 
Nicole R. Harbin, 20, of 
Elkhorn, Nebraska, for minor in 
possession and littering on the 
200 block of West Fifth Street. 
A summons was issued to 
Karlee A. Ranville, 19, of Lees 
Summit, Missouri, and Taylor 
R. Mulligan, 20, of Kansas 
City, Missouri, for minor in 
possession, disorderly conduct 
and possession of a fake I.D. 
on the 400 block of North 
Buchanan Street. 

A summons was issued to 
Morgan P. Dvorak, 19, for 
driving while intoxicated, 
possession of marijuana and 
improper display of license 
plates on the 600 block of 
South Main Street. 


MOZINGO 


CONTINUED FROM A1 


The facility is made up of one 
building built in 1959, which has 
undergone several renovations, as 
well as a newer building housing 
filtration and intake from the local 
water source, Mozingo Lake. 

The facility houses two wa- 
ter towers and uses a combination 
of sodium permanganate, chlo- 
rine dioxide, and a Kruger floccu- 
lator to remove manganese, taste 
and odors. 

The Kruger flocculator is the fil- 
tration system, which is what the 
$6.6 million carbon system would 
replace. 

There are also industrial contrib- 
utors who aid with pretreatment of 
the water to test for quality and that 
levels are up to standards and state 
regulation. 

The 61-year-old building is 


where certain testing is conducted 
for water quality, including every 
two hours for chlorine levels, field 
tests on other chemicals in the fil- 
tration process, and field testing 
for mycobacteria and cyanobacte- 
ria that is sent to a lab as frequent- 
ly as four times a day. 

The concern for these bacterias, 
which can pose potential harm to 
humans and animals, rose after the 
detection of potentially harmful al- 
gae blooms in Mozingo Lake. 

No harmful chemicals or bacte- 
ria are present in the city’s drinking 
water, which is meeting Missouri 
DNR and EPA standards. 

To be further knowledgeable on 
this issue of algae blooms, Assis- 
tant City Manager Ryan Heiland, 
Goodall and Hulett attended the 
Great Plains and Midwest Harm- 
ful Algae Blooms workshop Feb. 4 
and 5, where more than 200 attend- 
ed from 20 different states. 

The conference showed 


that algae blooms are not unique 
to Maryville or Mozingo, but rath- 
er a wide-spread issue that several 
communities and municipalities are 
learning to combat and monitor in 
regards to local water supplies. 

“(The conference) discussed 
best practices, both in identifying 
issues and challenges with nutrients 
forming harmful algae blooms,” 
McDanel said. “It is a wide-scale 
issue.” 

The algae bloom workshop was 
presented by the U.S. EPA, which 
reported that the midwest region 
(Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas and Mis- 
sour) reported that 78% of its lakes 
monitored by state or federal gov- 
ernment are suffering from blue- 
green algae blooms. 

The midwest region additionally 
has 470 labor projects focused on 
agricultural runoff and controlling 
chemicals in the water. 

“Tt was a really informative con- 
ference,” Heiland said at the Feb. 


10 council meeting. “I’m glad we 
went.” 

Throughout the tour of the water 
facility, members of the council and 
those who attended the EPA confer- 
ence expressed concerns and asked 
the tour leaders several questions to 
better understand the water plant. 

Hulett said a problem citizens 
don’t generally understand is that 
when changes are made at the wa- 
ter facility, it takes time, sometimes 
days, to see that change in the pub- 
lic supply in town. 

“When it’s people in more rural 
areas, they can see an even greater 
wait time for that change,” Hulett 
said. 

As city staff continues to look at 
what changes are more immediate 
necessities and which ones are lon- 
ger-term solutions, the warning sig- 
nage remains at Mozingo Lake ad- 
vising against contact with the po- 
tentially harmful water. 


RETREAT 
CONTINUED FROM A1 


Some of the other events in 
the retreat were a keynote speaker 
about risk management, Lori Hart, 
break-out sessions with advisers on 
campus that gave presentations on 
various topics applicable to Greek 
Life and several other activities. 

“A lot of what we focus on in 
Greek Life is to make our commu- 
nity safer,” DeShon said. 

Other universities that attended 
the event included Emporia State 
University, Missouri Western State 
University, Baker University, Pitts- 
burg State University, University of 
Central Missouri, University of Ne- 


braska at Kearney, Missouri South- 
ern State University, Washburn 
University and Northeastern State 
University out of Oklahoma said 
they learned an abundance of useful 
information that they plan to take 
back to their universities or groups 
that they are associated with. 

“T learned a lot that I actually 
didn’t know before,” an Emporia 
State student said after the presen- 
tation. “I have been to hazing pre- 
sentations before ... but, like, this 
one was different for some reason. 
This one kind of touched my heart 
a little bit.” 

Peyton Hobbs, a member of Phi 
Mu at Northwest, also had positive 
things to say about the presentation. 

“T thought it was very infor- 


mational. I thought it was amaz- 
ing that they could come up here 
and share their stories considering 
how horrible they sounded,” Hobbs 
said. “I thought it was very infor- 
mational to hear, like, a mother’s 
point of view.” 

In an email, DeShon, said there 
were over 700 Northwest Greek 
Life members in attendance at the 
presentation. 

“T think it is so important for 
students to hear the other side of 
hazing. It’s not just about exact- 
ly what’s happening to the mem- 
bers and it’s not about what’s hap- 
pening to the chapters, but it’s also 
about ... the ripple effect—the im- 
pact that it has on everyone in- 
volved,” DeShon said when com- 


menting on the “Love, Mom and 
Dad” presentation. 

More than half of college stu- 
dents involved with sports, clubs, 
teams and organizations experience 
some form of hazing, and 47% of 
students experience hazing before 
coming to college, according to sto- 
phazing.org. 

According to hazingprevention. 
org, examples of hazing include 
but are not limited to: forced activ- 
ities for new recruits to prove their 
worth, forced or required consump- 
tion of alcohol or other substanc- 
es, eating spicy foods, forced or 
required hardships such as staying 
awake and physical labor, humilia- 
tion, beatings and illegal activities. 
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Nodaway County Sheriff Randy Strong invited Missouri Child Abuse Resource Prosecutor Erin Leuker to lead the first installment of training for local law 
enforcement on cases involving abuse. Future training will include discussion on sexual assault cases. 


Sheriff holds training for abuse cases 


KENDRICK CALFEE 
Community News Editor | @KoalaCalfee 


Nodaway County Sheriff Ran- 
dy Strong signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Chil- 
dren and Family Center of North- 
west Missouri to provide a series of 
training sessions for local law en- 
forcement and those working with 
the court system. 

The first installment of a series 
of training sessions, titled “Inves- 
tigating and Testifying in Child 
Abuse Cases,” was held Feb. 6 in 
the Nodaway County Adminis- 
tration Building, where attendees 
underwent a four-hour program. 
There will be two additional rounds 
of training that prosecutors, advo- 
cates, health professionals and law 
enforcement agencies will be invit- 
ed to attend at future dates. 

Strong said the purpose of the 
training sessions is to encourage 
trauma-informed care for victims 
of child abuse and sexual assault. 

“We entered this with a few 
things in mind,” Strong said. “We 
are hoping that through this train- 
ing, and I might add that it is pret- 
ty top-tier, these cases will be han- 
dled with a better approach.” 

At the Feb. 6 training, Missou- 
ri Child Abuse Resource Procesu- 
tor Erin Lueker led a presentation 
on the process of investigation for 
special cases, placing emphasis 


on knowledge of legal terminolo- 
gy, nuances of testifying and steps 
law enforcement can take to ensure 
proper and effective prosecution. 

A problem Leuker said peo- 
ple are generally unknowledge- 
able about is the process of disclo- 
sure, or how victims disclose infor- 
mation. She said it is not general- 
ly a single-event incident, but rath- 
er a process, much like in the stag- 
es of grief. 

When describing the process, 
Leuker said that many victims don’t 
believe themselves to be victims at 
all or that they have a deep emo- 
tional connection to their abusers, 
which can complicate testimonies 
from the victim. She mentioned it 
is increasingly important for law 
enforcement to realize recanting of 
testimony or going back on origi- 
nal statements does not always in- 
dicate falsehoods. 

The training was mostly lec- 
ture-based with some interactive 
moments that helped attendees en- 
gage in the meaning behind terms 
and raise awareness of victim be- 
havior and mindsets in the trial 
process. 

Leuker said there are many 
systemic issues involving crimes 
against children that everyone 
should be aware of. She said an as- 
pect of her job she enjoys is travel- 
ing to train localities how to devi- 
ate from recurring issues and pro- 


viding solutions to those problems. 

“Everything in this presentation 
is designed so that you have a bet- 
ter, more thorough investigation 
so that at the end, when I call you 
to testify, you are able to do so ef- 
fectively, and I can get that convic- 
tion,” Leuker said. 

Lack of resources and child 
deaths were common issues dis- 
cussed and accessed in the Feb. 
6 training. Each issue touched on 
was recognized as a problem ev- 
erywhere, not unique to Missouri or 
the localities attending the training. 

However, a study published by 
the Child Fatality Review Board in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, in January 
shows that in the state of Missouri, 
children the age of 3 and younger 
are most subject to child fatalities 
in the state. 

According to the 2019 execu- 
tive report by the Child Fatality 
Review Board, those who studied 
the data theorized that children of 
very young ages can’t communi- 
cate as well, have less of a chance 
to tell someone they are being hurt 
and are easily isolated from others 
who may notice. 

Leuker, who serves on the Child 
Fatality Review board, said unless 
someone actually sees the child be- 
ing abused, or at least indicators of 
abuse and neglect, those children 
are much less likely to see an in- 
vestigation. 


“Of the 3-year-olds who died in 
the state of Missouri in the last five 
years ... the majority of those cas- 
es had at least one contact with the 
state agency before that child was 
murdered,” Leuker said. 

It was a statistic that shocked lo- 
cal law enforcement in the room, and 
Leuker said it means that somewhere 
along the way, the state is missing 
opportunities to save those children. 

Strong said that is one reason 
the training provided Feb. 6 was 
necessary. 

“We knew this was the next nec- 
essary step,” Strong said. 

Chillicothe Police, the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol, the Nodaway 
County Sheriff’s Office, state pros- 
ecutors, Maryville Public Safety, 
Worth County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment, Children’s Division investi- 
gators and local victim advocates 
were all represented at the Feb. 6 
training. 

Strong has reached out to local 
departments, organizations and pro- 
fessionals, voicing concerns for fur- 
ther awareness in cases involving 
abuse victims. 

Collaborating with Missouri 
Prosecution Services and the Chil- 
dren and Family Center of North- 
west Missouri, further trainings will 
be held on different topics that fall 
under the umbrella of cases involv- 
ing abuse and sexual assault cases. 


OPINION 


Trump’s 
acquittal 
not at all 
surprising 


ZACH CULJAT 
Columnist 
@TheMissourian 


As if the United States could not 
possibly be any more divided, the 
rift deepened this past week with 
the culmination of the Senate im- 
peachment trial, only the third in 
the country’s history. 

Democrats, as you may recall, 
had no issue passing the two arti- 
cles of impeachment in the House 
of Representatives in December. 
President Donald Trump was im- 
peached on abuse of power and 


obstruction of Congress in light of 


foreign aid being withheld from the 
Ukraine and a subsequent investi- 
gation into Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden and his son, 
Hunter Biden. 

Almost immediately, the Repub- 
lican-controlled Senate vowed to 
shoot the whole effort down, label- 
ing the move as a hoax or simply a 
partisan ploy to get the controver- 
sial leader that currently occupies 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue out. 

Try as they might, the Demo- 
crats knew going into last month’s 
trials there was no way the GOP 
would have enough senators jump 
ship and vote against the president. 
Calling witnesses was another mo- 
tion that failed to make it through 
the Senate chambers, meaning key 
figures, like former National Secu- 
rity Adviser John Bolton, never got 
the chance to testify. House Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., even 
held the articles off from the Sen- 
ate floor for weeks, claiming sever- 
al times that the trial would not be 
granted due process. 

So why did Democrats make 
the effort in the first place? I’m not 
often one to be political, but this 
whole thing has me flustered. 

I will say one curveball had 
me doing a double take. Sen. Mitt 
Romney, R.-Utah, voted to convict 
the president on abuse of power — 
a move that made him the first sen- 
ator in the history of our democra- 
cy to vote against his own politi- 
cal party. As for what led him to 
do so, Romney said he wouldn’t 
have done what was right had he 
crossed the aisle. 

“Were I to ignore the evidence 
that has been presented and disre- 
gard what I believe my oath and the 
Constitution demands of me for the 
sake of a partisan end, it would, I 
fear, expose my character to histo- 
ry’s rebuke and the censure of my 
own conscience,” Romney said in 
an address to his fellow senators. 

The first article of impeachment 
resulted in a 52-48 vote to acquit. 
Likewise, the article concerning 
obstruction of Congress also failed 
to convict, falling right along par- 
ty lines, 53-47. 

Nothing sums up my feelings 
about all this malarkey, to use a Joe 
Biden term, more than the conclu- 
sion of the State of the Union ad- 
dress — also known as “the rip heard 
round the world.” Trump refused 
to shake hands with Pelosi. Then 
came the big moment, at the end 
of Trump’s address: Pelosi took 
her copy of the address and ripped 
it in two. If that doesn’t equate their 
relationship to a couple of second 
graders roughhousing on the play- 
ground, I don’t know what does. 

The bottom line: Hope and pray 
to God we don’t have another im- 
peachment for a long while. 


Feb. 13, 2020 
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CHRIS YOUNG | NW MISSOURIAN 


Missouri lawmakers need 
to revisit funding priorities 


Led by members of Student Senate and or- 
ganized particularly by the senate’s Govern- 
mental A ffairs Committee, a group of North- 
west students traveled to Jefferson City, Mis- 
souri, Feb. 4-5 to lobby state lawmakers to 
increase funding allocated to higher educa- 
tion funding. 

The group made the well-intentioned 
trip to the capitol in hopes of lobbying for 
much-needed change. Instead, they were met 
with indifference, or perhaps more accurate- 
ly, they weren’t met at all. 

After spending Feb. 4 touring capitol fa- 
cilities and Jefferson City landmarks, pre- 
paring for a day full of lobbying Feb. 5, the 
group was told Tuesday afternoon the legis- 
lative session scheduled for Wednesday had 
been canceled, due, at least in part, to inclem- 
ent weather. 

“T think part of the idea for them cancel- 
ing session on Wednesday was also due to the 
Chiefs parade, if I’m being real honest with 
you,” said Assistant Professor Luke Camp- 
bell, who served as a sponsor on the trip to 
Jefferson City. “I think that factored into their 
decision making on that too.” 

Inclement weather and a parade for a pro- 
fessional football team — two things that 
have combined to cancel exactly zero days of 
classes at Northwest this semester — caused 
state lawmakers to abandon a day’s worth 
of legislative sessions and forced the group 
of Northwest students to return to Maryville 
empty-handed. 

Northwest’s ill-timed trip to the capi- 
tol and subsequent snubbing by lawmakers 
was, of course, just one instance, but it de- 
picts the broader state of Missouri’s govern- 
ing body, one that has sat on its hands as the 
state has slipped well-below the national av- 


erage in higher education funding, failing to 
consider students’ voice and the state’s future 
in the process. 

Missouri ranked No. 46 in the U.S. in 
per-capita state fiscal support out of all the 
higher education facilities in 2019, accord- 
ing to Politifact. Funding analyzed through 
full-time equivalent enrollment, which pro- 
vides a more specific view of how state funds 
are used to serve current students, shows the 
state ranks slightly better at 38 out of 50, but 
still below average, according to the website. 

Northwest, in particular, received $5,678 
in state funds per student based on 2017 en- 
rollment data applied to appropriations from 
the fiscal year 2018, according to the Missou- 
ri Department of Higher Education’s yearly 
higher education factbook, published in Feb- 
ruary 2019. That figure puts Northwest at 
sixth out of 10 public four-year universities 
analyzed, trailing the likes of Lincoln Uni- 
versity, Truman State and Central Missouri. 

Representing a University with below-av- 
erage state appropriations within a state that 
seems to pride itself on a lack of higher edu- 
cation funding, the group of students, which 
seems to care more about the future of Mis- 
souri than its own lawmakers, were not heard. 
The snubbing was on-par with how state 
lawmakers have addressed higher education 
funding for much of the last decade — by fail- 
ing to address it at all. 

State Sen. Dan Hegeman, R-12th District, 
did make a motion to recognize the group’s ef- 
forts on the Senate floor, Campbell said. But the 
recognition feels hollow from a group of law- 
makers who have given no effort themselves. 
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YOUR VIEW: 

Do you think the 
state lawmakers 
in Missouri should 
be doing more 

to support higher 
education? 


“Yes. You want to get into the top 
half (of states) because education 
is the future.” 


- Luke Bowen | Senior 
Finance Management 


“T think they should, I feel like 
it would help, and it would be a 
benefit (to students). I feel like it 
would possibly give students more 
resources and help them along the 
way when they’re trying to go into 
their occupation.” 


- Mariah Ross | Freshman 
Criminology 


“T think so because, like, every 
year, tuition money is just going 
up and up and up. I mean, obvi- 
ously, there’s like a certain criteri- 
on that they have to meet, but why 
is it that Missouri is (low) in the 
(higher education) ranking?” 


- Nate Swann | Senior 
Business Management 


Online petitions are overused, ineffective 


NATHAN ENGLISH 
Columnist 
@ThananEnglish 


The Kansas City Chiefs won 
2020 Super Bowl 31-20. It was 
a moment of ecstasy for myself 
— I may or may not have cried 
a lot — and many other students 
that had waited their whole lives 
to see their favorite sports team 
reach the pinnacle. The Chiefs 
made plans for a parade Feb. 5, 
and students subsequently start- 
ed sharing and signing a change. 
org petition to try and get North- 
west to cancel classes. 

This change.org petition rep- 
resents the muddying of a plat- 
form that was once used for pow- 
erful petitions for powerful rea- 
sons. 

“Cancel Classes Wednesday 
at Northwest” was the infamous 
petition. It’s nice that the title got 


right to the point. While well-in- 
tentioned, this petition and others 
like it represent a weird and an- 
noying reality that the most trivi- 
al things can become change.org 
petitions, and it needs to stop. 

As of Feb. 8, the petition had 
3,417 signatures. For context, 
Northwest has 7,104 students 
enrolled, but of course, not all 
who signed the petition are stu- 
dents. The official Northwest 
Twitter account then sent out a 
tweet explaining that Northwest 
will be open, which was whol- 
ly unnecessary on their part. 
Students subsequently got into 
Northwest’s mentions and voiced 
their frustration; some took it 
too far, as expected, and others 
responded cordially but clear- 
ly upset. 

The University didn’t make a 
decision to cancel classes for a 
parade for a professional sports 
team based on an online petition 
— big shocker on that one. The 
bottom line: Northwest stayed 


open because it is an institution 
meant for education, and admin- 
istration believes that the best 
way to educate students is to ac- 
tually have class on days without 
inclement weather. 

Some petitions filled out on 
the platform have been over se- 
rious issues and sparked real 
change. There was a change.org 
petition in 2012 that led to Sev- 
enteen Magazine pledging to no 
longer photoshop their models, 
thus helping encourage positive 
body image. 

A more recent example is the 
case of death row inmate Rod- 
ney Reed, whom evidence shows 
was wrongfully convicted of a 
1998 rape and murder of a Stacey 
Stites. Reed’s case garnered na- 
tional attention in part because of 
a change.org petition with near- 
ly 750,000 signatures stating that 
Reed was wrongfully convict- 
ed. Many rallied around Reed, 
including Kim Kardashian, and 
Reed was granted a stay of exe- 


cution and is awaiting a new trial. 

Obviously canceling classes 
is not on the same level as try- 
ing to get an inmate off of death 
row, and change.org petitions do 
not always need to be as serious, 
but muddying the platform with 
somewhat useless petitions does 
nothing to help the minor issue 
they are created to solve. 

Most students, if honest with 
themselves, knew that if North- 
west was going to cancel class- 
es it wasn’t going to happen be- 
cause of a petition. The petition 
did about as much as those peo- 
ple that tweet at UPD to can- 
cel classes every time they see a 
snowflake does. 

Change.org can have a real 
impact, but unnecessary peti- 
tions over minor issues weak- 
en the power and purpose of the 
platform and cause people grief 
when the petition inevitably fails. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Rachel Adamson Editor in Chief 
Andrew Wegley Managing Editor 
Abbey Hugo Copy Editor 
Kendrick Calfee Community News Editor 
Samantha Collison Campus News Editor 
Jon Walker Sports Editor 
Emily Noyes Design Editor 
Chris Young Cartoonist 
Newsroom: (660) 562-1224 
Advertising: (660) 562-1635 
Circulation: (660) 562-1528 
Fax: (660) 562-1521 


Andrew Bradbury 
Makayla Polak 
Nathan English 
Madeline Mapes 


Designer 
Designer 
Columnist 
News Reporter 


Liz Swafford News Reporter 
Sara Robke A&E Reporter 
Madi Glass Photographer 
Martina Pascuzzo Photographer 
Dakota Weaver Photographer 


Calvin Silvers 
Roman Metcalf 
Corbin Smith 


Sports Reporter 
Sports Reporter 
Sports Reporter 


NORTHWEST MISSOURIAN 


THE INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF MARYVILLE, MISSOURI | NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


An Independent Student Newspaper 
since 1914. 


800 University Drive, Wells Hall 
Maryville, MO, 64468 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 


If you believe information within our publication is 
incorrect, please email us at 


northwestmissourian@ gmail.com, call our newsroom 


(660) 562-1224, or leave us a comment on 
www.nwmissourinews.com. 


Your first copy of the Northwest Missourian 
is free. Additional copies cost 25¢ each. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


We publish letters from readers for free. All letters 


become the property of the Northwest Missourian, which 


reserves the right to edit them. Letters should include 


your name, address and telephone number. Letters should 


be between 150 and 300 words and sent to r.adamson. 
missourian@ gmail.com. 


VIREU!TORS 


Student Publications Director 
General Manager/Ad Director 


Steven Chappell 
Leslie Murphy 


Allison Binder Sales Manager 


Cora Stout Ad Design Manager 
Andrew Bradbury Advertising Designer 
Kayla McArtor Advertising Designer 
Jerilynn Hoover Advertising Designer 
Katie Hall Account Executive 
Grace Stephens Account Executive 
Faith Offner Account Executive 
Brooke Vogelsmeier Account Executive 
Bridget Besse Distribution 
Haylee Backues Distribution 


Aé 


Feb. 13, 2020 
@TheMissourian 


DIVERSIONS 


SUDOKU 


pt] fot | tt 
stot | [6] [75] 
_[4lefslits] [3l2 
{ {fet fetst7] 
p | [st jz] Tt te 


ERE REO 
i7} ff ittst | 
piif4y] jelst | | 
ot TTT st 


HOROSCOPE 


ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 
Align yourself with the 
movers and shakers, Aries. 
Sometimes it’s not what you 
know but who you know. Find 
a solid team and stick with 
them. 


TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 
Taurus, if you’re already 
running on fumes, it may not 
be possible for you to tackle 
any additional tasks this week. 
Make some hard cuts and 
you'll be better for it. 


GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 
You have several weeks to 
understand how recent chang- 
es will affect you, Gemini. 
You may need to get a few 
new friends in your circle of 
supporters. 


CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, don’t be surprised 
when someone from your 
past approaches you for some 
advice. You may not have all 
the answers, but you can help 
guide this person in the right 
direction. 


LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, some new information 
has put you in a better position 
to make an important decision. 
These details have come just 
in the nick of time. 


VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, you may need to make 
some important decisions 
regarding your finances in the 
days ahead. It’s now or never 
to square away your short- and 
long-term budget. 


LIBRA -— Sept 23/Oct 23 

An important relationship is on 
the cusp of reaching a mile- 
stone, Libra. Enjoy this special 
time and make every effort to 
commemorate it in a unique 
way. 


SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22 
Find a way to cool your jets for 
the time being, Scorpio. Extra 
pressure may have you feeling 
the stress, and you may not be 
putting your best self forward. 


SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, a passing comment 
rings true to you this week and 
commands your immediate 
attention. You do not want to 
let any opportunities pass over 
the next few days. 


CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Learn how to count the small 
blessings in your life, Capri- 
corn. Doing so will help you 
overcome a challenging issue 
that may pop up shortly. 


AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
You may need to look inward 
and make changes before 

you start suggesting others 
make their own modifications, 
Aquarius. Be honest in your 
personal assessment. 


PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20 
There are a few things you are 
still trying to uncover about a 
new person in your life, Pisces. 
Keep digging because the 
reveal is worth it. 
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Valentine’s Day pizza 
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THE NORTHWEST MISSOURIAN 
IS HIRING, AGAIN. CALLING 
ALL NEWS AND A&E 
REPORTERS. PLEASE. 


For more information, email r.adamson.missourian@gmail.com 


CROSSWORD 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Public broadcaster 
4. Hit lightly 

7. Keyboard key 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


15 
16 


30 


35 


. Chinese-American actress Ling 
. Edible stomach lining 

19. 
21. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
. Where seedlings germinate 
34. 
. Personal ads abbreviation 
36. 
41. 
45. 
46. 
47. 


Grain 

Make a mistake 
To the __ 
Endure without complaint 


degree 


Sunrooms 

Feared 

Most eager 

Excessive chatting session 
MLB ace 

Major Central European river 
Muscular weaknesses 


Former monetary unit of the EU 


Mythical animal 

Members of Orthodox Jewish sect 
German city 

Algerian coastal city 

Military men 


60 61 62 


63 64 65 


50. Salt of sulfuric acid 
54. Rhododendrons 
55. Mixture 7 8. Attacked with bombs 42. Famed boxing promoter 
56. Recommended quantities 9. Rebuke 43. Cured sausages 
57. 007’s creator 13. Expression of disappointment 44. Fill with air or gas 
59. Men 14. A way to work the soil 47. Angry 
60. Kids need it 17. The human foot 48. Chemistry prefix 
61. Midway between east and east-northeast 1g Sun up in New York 49. Practitioner of Jamaican religion 
62. OJ trial judge 20. A small island 51. Softly bright or radiant 
63. Yes vote 22. Abnormal rattling sound 52. Buffer solution used to separate 
64. USDA branch that manages the FCIC 27. Make lively nucleic acids 
65. Create with cloth 28. A team’s best pitcher 53. First responder group 
29. It goes on the floor 58. Defensive nuclear weapon 

CLUES DOWN 31. Not good 

1. English seaport 32. Peyton’s little brother 

2. What’s owed 33. Barrier that holds back water 

3. Sound systems 37. Move quickly 

4. Elections feature them 38. Deteriorate with age 

5. Southern constellation 39. Colorless crystalline compound 

6. London and Brooklyn are two 40. Cheekier 

7. One-time Ugandan capital 41. Expresses praise or joy 
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Patrick Harr was presented with an honorary doctorate of humane letters from Northwest after serving as a volunteer physician for Northwest Athletics for the last 46 years. 


Lifelong Bearcat finally gets degree 


‘Doc Harr’ honored amid 46th year of service 


ANDREW WEGLEY 
Managing Editor | @andrewwegley 


The two men stood at the cen- 
ter of Bearcat Arena Feb. 8 in front 
of a crowd of close to 2,000 peo- 
ple, clad in dark green ceremonial 
gowns. They were perhaps over- 
dressed for the pair of basketball 
games the arena hosted that day, 
but their outfits were appropriate 
for the commencement in between. 

One man had spent more than 
four decades looking after the 
Northwest community, its well-be- 
ing and development. He’d over- 
seen a number of changes in the 
2010s as a high-ranking official 
at the University. He’d dedicated 
his life to the realm of higher edu- 
cation and the students who occu- 
pied it. The other man was Presi- 
dent John Jasinski. 

Standing alongside Jasinski was 
Patrick Harr, who worked as a full- 
time physician in Maryville from 
1974-2012, who had been a volun- 
teer athletic trainer for Northwest 
Athletics and who had been vital to 
the Northwest community for most 
of his adult life. 

But at this moment, in the mid- 
dle of the court at Bearcat Arena 
Feb. 8, Jasinki’s job seemed harder. 
He had to put into words the reach 
of Harr’s impact, one that Ath- 
letic Director Andy Peterson said 
couldn’t be calculated. 

Jasinski listed Harr’s accom- 
plishments in front of 1,712 fans 
at the arena. The president read off 
a number of awards Harr had won 
over the last few decades, within 
the medical field and outside of it. 
He listed a group of organizations 
Harr had worked with, a few that 
he served as the president of. And 
he eulogized Harr’s time on North- 
west’s Board of Regents, where 
Harr served for seven years, five of 
which as the board’s chair. 

Under Harr’s leadership, Jasins- 
ki said, there was reduced debt and 
strengthened enrollment. There was 
the birth of several offices and pro- 
fessional schools. There were im- 
portant campaigns launched and 
new facilities built — two of which 
bore Harr’s last name. 

“T think you get the point,” Ja- 
sinski said. 

After everything Harr had done 
for Northwest over the last four 
decades, the ceremony was North- 
west’s gift to him. It was a buck- 
et-list item for the 75-year-old who 
had crossed everything else off. The 
ceremony gave Harr a degree from 
the school that he dedicated much 
of his life to. 

Jasinski presented Harr with the 
honorary degree to the cadence of 
a standing ovation from the crowd 
at Bearcat Arena. Harr posed for 
pictures with his family at center 
court. And then he stayed for the 
men’s basketball game that fol- 
lowed his own commencement be- 
cause that’s what Harr has done for 
the last 46 years. 

“The thing that bothers me most 
is how fast it went by,” Harr said. 

Perhaps Harr was never official- 
ly a Bearcat until Feb. 8, but he’d 
been embedded into the fabric of 
the campus and community since 
he could talk. 

Harr was born in Maryville in 
the mid-1940s and has left only in- 
termittently since. Harr started at- 
tending Horace Mann Laboratory 
School when he was 4 years old 
and didn’t stop until after his soph- 
omore year of high school when 
the University decided to close 
Horace Mann, forcing Harr and his 
classmates to transfer to Maryville 
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President John Jasinski presented Patrick Harr with an honorary degree after Harr dedicated much of the last 50 
years to Northwest. Harr served on Northwest’s Board of Regents from 2013-2019 and has worked as a volunteer 
physician for Northwest Athletics since 1974, when he returned to Maryville after a 2-year stint with the Air Force. 


High School. 

“TI never forgave the Board of 
Regents for that,” Harr said. 

And so Harr enrolled at 
Maryville High School, where 
he took a crop of classes that his 
dad wanted him to take, where he 
learned more about writing and En- 
glish than he did anywhere else. 

After graduating from Maryville 
in 1962, Harr enrolled at Northwest 
and studied on a pre-med track be- 
fore transferring to the Universi- 
ty of Missouri-Columbia after two 
years to pursue his medical degree, 
one he earned in 1969 before start- 
ing a three-year residency in Roch- 
ester, New York. 

Harr’s residency in New York 
led him to a two-year stint in the 
Air Force, stationed at a base in 
Florida. As a physician on a mili- 
tary base, Harr cared for legions of 
troops and their families. And as a 
physician in Florida, he was the pri- 
mary care provider for thousands 
of retirees. His stint there, though, 
prepared him for what lied ahead, 
for professional life in Maryville, 
where he always knew he’d return. 

And though his professors at 
Mizzou advised against it, he didn’t 
have much interest in practicing 
medicine elsewhere. 

“They always told us in med 
school, ‘You can’t go back to your 
hometown,’” Harr said. “And I was 
gonna prove ‘em wrong.” 

In his 38 years as a full-time 
physician, Harr experienced the 
highs and lows that come with be- 
ing a practicing physician for 38 
years. He delivered babies. He 
helped deliver miracles. And, at 
times, he had to deliver the worst 
news a waiting room full of loved 
ones could hear from a doctor who 
had done all he could. 

There isn’t much about being a 
physician that is easy, but for Harr, 
losing patients was the most dif- 
ficult part of a demanding job. It 
took him a long time to come to 
terms with it. 

“Tt’s like the antithesis of why 
you practice in the first place,” 
Harr said. 

At 75 years old, the worst of it is 
behind Harr. Though he still works 
weekly volunteer shifts at the walk- 
in clinic at Mosaic Life Car, Harr 
stopped working as a full-time phy- 
sician in 2012, focusing much of his 
professional life on his work with 


Northwest and Maryville Athlet- 
ics, on what, for Harr, is the best 
of medicine. 

For a retired man, Harr works a 
lot. He started in his role as the de 
facto team physician for every team 
in Maryville on Day | in 1974. He 
hasn’t stopped working since. 

Things, of course, are different 
now. Harr is no longer logging 12 
or 14 hours days like he did in the 
70s and 80s and 90s and 2000s. 
He’s no longer working around the 
clock to ensure the best care for 
his patients and for the city’s ath- 
letes. But he is working nonethe- 
less, usually driving to Maryville 
from his new permanent address 
at Table Rock Lake nearly every 
weekend during football and bas- 
ketball season. 

This is what Harr has done for 
close to five decades. He doesn’t 
miss games, or at least, he tries 
hard not to. 

Even in retirement, even as a vol- 
unteer, Harr is constantly present. 

And after nearly a half-century 
of service, the work has still yet to 
fully catch up with the physician. 
At 75, he’s mostly as energized at 
work as he’s ever been, he said. 
Working with 18-to-22-year-olds 
has served as a fountain of youth, 
as a constant source of energy from 
a demographic that rarely lacks it. 

“It’s like medicine,” Harr said. 

Things, of course, have changed 
since Harr first started working with 
Northwest and Maryville athletes in 
the 70s. They have been changed 
for a while. 

Medicine has evolved. Tech- 
nology has transformed. Coaching 
staffs have departed and new staffs 
have replaced them. A fresh crop of 
athletes cycle in every four years. 
So much has changed, Harr said, 
but some things haven’t. 

“Relationships with athletes stay 
the same,” Harr said. 

Harr has slowed down in the last 
decade, retreating from the daily 
grind of a full-time physician, but 
has no plans to stop working, he 
said, in what seems like an ironic 
sentiment coming from a retiree. 

Harr’s logic, though, is two- 
fold lies beneath the surface. A 
part of his insistence on working, 
his perpetual presence on the side- 
lines of Northwest sporting events, 
is the joy and energy he derives 
from doing his job and watching 


athletes compete. 

Another part of it comes from 
what Harr has lived through, what 
he probably shouldn’t have. Harr 
survived a bout with colon cancer 
a decade ago, one that left him on 
life support for a full week after sur- 
gery, he said. The close call reen- 
ergized him. 

Harr said he wasn’t sure what 
the reason might be, though it 
seemed evident in Bearcat Arena 
Feb. 8 as the physician stood next to 
those whose lives he had changed 
near the outskirts of the campus 
that he’d spent close to five decades 
helping fix. 

There was Peterson, the athlet- 
ic director who was a student-ath- 
lete in the 2000s. There was Head 
Athletic Trainer Kelly Quinlin, who 
Harr had mentored. There was for- 
mer Head Athletic Trainer David 
Colt, who worked alongside Harr 
for close to three decades. 

Separately, the three tried to 
orate the effect Harr has had on 
Northwest and its inhabitants. Col- 
lectively, they depicted it. 

“No one in the history of Bear- 
cat Athletics and this institution has 
had a larger impact on the lives of 
our athletes and our athletic depart- 
ment than Dr. Patrick B. Harr,” Pe- 
terson said. 

“We are forever grateful,” Quin- 
lin said. “And on a personal note, 
I’d just like to say how much 
you’ve touched my life and my 
family’s lives and so many people 
that are here in this gym.” 

“All I can say is thank you for 
being the best friend an athletic 
trainer could have,” Colt said. 

In some ways, the ceremony 
served as a nod to Harr’s service, 
a celebration of a job well done, 
though one not done yet. After 46 
years of caring for and embedding 
himself into the lives of thousands 
of student-athletes, Harr is focused 
on Year 47. 

Harr wishes that more people 
could live a professional life like 
the one he has lived. If he had a do- 
over, it would be to do it over. He 
is content and yet yearnful, pour- 
ing himself into Athletics, giving 
back to a community that he has not 
stopped looking after since 1974. 


The Timeline of 


| Patrick Harr | 


1948: 
Started school 
at Horace Mann 


L 


1962: 
Graduated from 
Maryville High School 


Lt 


1969: 
Graduated from medical 
school at the University 

of Missouri 


L 


1974: 

Returns to Maryville 
and opens private 
practice; starts 
working with Northwest 
and Maryville athletics 


an 


2012: 
Retires as a full-time 
physician, continues 

volunteer work 
with Athletics 


L 


2013: 
Appointed to Northwest’s 
Board of Regents 


an 


2019: 
Retires from Board 
of Regents 


2020: 
Receives honorary 
degree from Northwest 
Missouri State University 
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Step Afrika!, hosted by Student Activities Council, performed Feb. 5 in the Ron Houston Performing Arts Center. Step Afrika! last performed at Northwest in 2017. 


Step Afrika! makes return to Northwest 


SARA ROBKE 
A&E Reporter | @TheMissourian 


The sound of drums echoed 
through the auditorium. Stomping 
feet and clapping hands from both 
the audience and the performers 
were united together in rhythm. The 
performers on stage danced to the 
beat, not only incorporating their 
hands and feet, but the entirety of 
their body. Legs kicked high in the 
air and arms formed a pattern of up 
and down, never resting. 

Step Afrika! performed Jan. 5 
at the Ron Houston Performing 
Arts Center. According to its web- 
site, Step Afrika! is the first profes- 
sional dance company in the world 
dedicated to what they call “step- 
ping.” Stepping is a type of percus- 
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NW HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION 


sive dance that uses the whole body 
as an instrument. 

The performers in Step A fri- 
ka! are made up of African Amer- 
ican college graduates who were 
involved in different sororities and 
fraternities. 

“Stepping helps students social- 
ly and academically,” said Emer- 
ald Holman, one of the performers. 
“It’s a spirit of community.” 

Step Afrika! continued to have 
this “spirit of community” through- 
out its performance by encourag- 
ing audience participation. The 
audience would clap to keep the 
beat and were inspired to yell and 
stomp their feet or even jump out 
of their seat if something they en- 
joyed happened. Volunteers were 


ion: 
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MARTINA 


Freshman Rebecca Frick, secretary of Northwest Horseman’s Association, 
a new equestrian club active since fall 2019, practiced horsemanship pat- 
terns Feb. 11 under the guidance of adviser, English instructor C.J. Holthaus. 
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Maryville, MO 
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also called up to the stage to learn 
stepping moves. 

Throughout the program, per- 
formers would share fun facts about 
Step Afrika!. They shared facts 
about their dancing, such as Zulu 
tribal dancing and the South Afri- 
can Gumboot dance. 

One of the performers said that 
originally, gumboots were worn to 
protect the workers’ feet. The work- 
ers would use them as a form of 
communication, since they would be 
from different parts of Africa. This 
is called percussive communication. 

Jasmyn French, a student at 
Northwest, said she liked danc- 
ing and learning about the culture. 
Hailey Rosemann, another student 
at Northwest, said she also enjoyed 
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the stories that were incorporated 
into the show. 

Garrison Kennedy, the direc- 
tor of events at Student Activities 
Council, said that Step Afrika! had 
been on campus three years ago, 
in 2017. 

“They bring something to the 
Northwest table that we don’t re- 
ally get to witness,” Kennedy said. 
“Northwest, I think, encourag- 
es multiculturalism, and this adds 
something to that.” 

SAC President Kyle Harris said 
that the turnout had been great then 
in 2017. While at the National As- 
sociation for Campus Activities 
Conference, SAC booked Step Af- 
rika! once again for this semester. 

Kennedy said that Step Afri- 


Your Bearcat likes 


Valentine’ 


Halloween consumes the entire 
month of October. Christmas gets 
its own season and a collection 
of recycled songs. Daylight sav- 
ing time is celebrated two separate 
times a year. So why is Valentine’s 
Day resigned to one day in, like, 
the third-worst month of the year? 

Some people are probably over- 
joyed by the fact that Valentine’s 
Day only comes once a year. They 
probably look forward to Feb. 15, 
when the candy goes on clearance 
and the flower shops cut payroll. I 
am not one of those people. 

I, for one, depend on an endless 
supply of those tiny heart-shaped 
pieces of chalk that say stuff like 
“Be Mine” and also “Be Mine.” 
Chocolate covered strawberries are 
my favorite food group. And noth- 
ing is as exciting as biting into choc- 
olate from a heart-shaped box, not 
knowing if it’ Il taste like caramel 
or soap, because that’s all they real- 
ly fill those chocolates with, caramel 
or soap. If I was anymore pro-Valen- 
tine’s Day, I’d be dating it. 

I think, more than anything, 
Valentine’s Day proves every year 
there are two types of people in 
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this world. There are people who 
like Valentine’s Day, and there are 
select single people. And I’m not 
saying that every single person dis- 
likes Valentine’s Day, but it’s like 
the whole rectangle and square sit- 
uation. Every square’s a rectangle 
but not every rectangle is overly up- 
set about being single in the middle 
of February, or something like that. 

Look, everyone knows that Val- 
entine’s Day is at least maybe half- 
way invented by consumerism, 
probably pushed every year by Her- 
shey’s and Jared and Russell Sto- 
ver and a hundred other companies 
named after old white guys. But 
pointing that out doesn’t make you 
interesting, and it sure doesn’t get 
you dinner reservations for Friday. 

Valentine’s Day is like Thanks- 
giving without politics. It’s like New 
Year’s Eve, except cooler, because 
you don’t have to start going to the 
gym the next morning. It’s like day- 
light saving time except it’s a real 
holiday. So maybe just embrace it? 
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ka! is an inspiration to all, not just 
dancers or steppers or even athletes. 

“Just watching them proves that 
anyone can do what they want to do 
when they’re passionate about it,” 
Kennedy said. 

Both Harris and Kennedy 
agreed that the audience turnout 
was fantastic. 

“Especially considering the 
Chiefs parade,” Kennedy said. “The 
audience was also really engaging.” 

Initially, Kennedy said that his 
favorite part of the show was the 
whole thing. While smiling and 
laughing, he then said that the Zulu 
tribal dance and the clothing were 
his favorite. 

Step Afrika! will continue its 
tour around the United States. 


Campus 
welcomes 
eroup of 
school 
choirs 


SARA ROBKE 
A&E Reporter | @TheMissourian 


High school show and jazz 
choirs from Missouri, Kansas 
and Nebraska all met together 
Feb. 8 for the annual Show/Jazz 
Choir Festival. 

Seventeen high school groups 
competed with one another 
throughout the day. Schools in- 
cluding Maryville High School, 
Oak Park High School, Smith- 
ville High School and others 
from Nebraska and Kansas all 
were involved in the festival. 
Northwest Celebrations, a full- 
year choir made up of Northwest 
students, concluded the festi- 
val with its own show before an- 
nouncing the finalists. 

Northwest Celebrations is in 
charge of events such as the Yule- 
tide Feast, the Spring Show Choir 
and the Jazz/Show Choir Festival. 

Lillian Flanery, a fifth-year se- 
nior, has been involved with North- 
west Celebrations for two years. 

“The Northwest Celebrations 
show is really for encouraging 
students looking for colleges who 
have show choir,” Flanery said. 

In an email, Brian Lanier, a vo- 
cal music professor at Northwest, 
explained how the day is prepared. 
Northwest Celebration is in charge 
of hosting the choirs on campus, 
the judges, the crowd, and even 
their own performance. 

“Invitations are sent out in Au- 
gust to potential choirs and regis- 
tration details follow,” Lanier said. 
“The choirs arrive and we have a 
day of awesome performances.” 

Both the high schoolers and stu- 
dents in Northwest Celebrations 
are receiving skills throughout the 
festival in this manner. 

“The students who come here to 
perform get an enormous amount 
of experience and positive sup- 
port,” Lanier said. “The North- 
west students in my choir get the 
opportunity to observe and learn 
about the way teachers develop 
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choral programs.” 
Veterinary Clinic 


The high school groups are 
able to use the equipment they 
need from Northwest, such as 
high risers, a piano and even a 
drum set. The set up itself on the 
day of the festival takes an hour 
and 45 minutes. 


714 N DEPOT « MARYVILLE, MO 
4 (660)562-0025 4 
“Old Fashioned, Honest Service” 


TUNE-UPS, HEATING & AC REPAIR, MISSOURI STATE INSPECTORS, 
BRAKES, COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS, FUEL INJECTION, SUSPENSION 
a & STEERING, ELECTRICAL, SYSTEMS CLEAN 


(660) 582-7387 
2211 S.Main St. Maryville, Missouri 


Services 


Surgery, Dental, X-Ray, Medicine, 
Ultrasound, Wellness Care, 
Pet Products, Science Diet Food 


Thursday, Friday: 8am-5:30pm — 
Saturday: 8am-|2pm 
Wednesday: 8am-7pm 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


SPORTS JUMPS 


RIVARLY 
CONTINUED FROM A12 


But McCollum and company ar- 
en’t letting on to any increased fo- 
cus or sense of urgency. 

The Bearcats’ hopes of becom- 
ing the first team in MIAA histo- 
ry to win seven consecutive regu- 
lar season titles may hinge on their 
next two weeks of play, with two 
pairs of matchups against South- 
ern and Pittsburg State (9-13, 5-8 
MIAA) looming. 

They are preparing for the in- 
creasingly vital matchups with the 
same consistently calm manner 
they have applied all season. 

“We just gotta play well,” Mc- 
Collum said. “I mean, you can’t 
control the conference implica — 
like, you have to play well to win 
the game, so it’s, again, things you 
don’t need to worry about. ... If you 
just worry about what you can con- 
trol then the results will take care 
of themselves.” 

These Lions, though, are dif- 
ferent than the version of Missou- 
ri Southern that beat Northwest in 
three out of four matchups from 
2017-2018. 

There is no C.J. Carr, the for- 
mer dynamic point guard that led 
the Lions in scoring in each of 
Southern’s wins. But there is Cam 
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Martin. 

Martin, of course, is the 6-foot- 
9 junior forward who led South- 
ern to an NCAA tournament berth 
a season ago, one that ended in a 
12-point loss to Northwest in the 
Central Region Championship 
March 19 in Bearcat Arena. 

The 240-point forward has av- 
eraged 22 points and 9 rebounds 
per game this season while lead- 
ing Southern to an 1 1-2 mark in the 
conference. 

In the days of Carr, McCollum 
was always able to counter with 
former point guard Justin Pitts, 
the three-time MIAA Player of the 
Year who kept Carr from winning 
the award. 

Now, though, McCollum has no 
definitive frame to matchup against 
Martin. There are no 6-foot-9, 
240-pound post players on North- 
west’s roster. There aren’t many 
at the Division II level anywhere. 

McCollum was coy about what 
player or combination of play- 
ers he might use in an attempt to 
guard Martin. He asked for sugges- 
tions from reporters at the North- 
west Athletics weekly media lun- 
cheon Feb. 11 on how to contain 
the post player. He said the Bear- 
cats learned a lot from their match- 
up with Southern in the regional 
tournament, where they held Mar- 


I think at this point in the season, if 
you’re not ready now, then you’re 
probably not gonna be ready.” 


tin to 20 points and forced him to 
foul out. But whether senior for- 
ward Tyler Dougherty or freshman 
swingman Luke Waters or junior 
forward Ryan Hawkins or sopho- 
more guard Diego Bernard might 
draw Martin remains unclear. 

“I’m always excited to play,” 
said Hawkins, the reigning MIAA 
Defensive Player of the Year, in 
reference to a potential individual 
matchup with Martin. 

“We’re putting Trevor (Hudgins) 
on ’em,” McCollum said, referring 
to his sophomore point guard who 
is listed at 6-foot and who is decid- 
edly shorter than 6 foot. 

It’s possible, though, that in- 
creased external focus on Martin 
is overblown. Unlike Carr, the ju- 
nior forward has never walked onto 
a court with Northwest and walked 
off with a win. He’s 0-2 in his ca- 
reer against the Bearcats and wasn’t 


-- BEN MCCOLLUM 


overly effective in either match- 
up, averaging 15 points per game 
across the two contests. 

While it’s McCollum taking ad- 
vice on how to defend Martin, it’s 
still the Bearcats that haven’t lost 
to a team with an overly dominant 
post player in more than a year. 

The contest ahead, and the se- 
quel scheduled for Feb. 20 at Bear- 
cat Arena, could provide a postsea- 
son-like atmosphere for the two 
teams, which seem bound for the 
NCAA’s playoffs for the second 
straight year. 

McCollum and Hawkins both, 
though, were uninterested in the in- 
creased fanfare that might surround 
the upcoming matchup in Joplin. 

Hawkins said the number of 
fans in a given gym and which 
team those fans cheer for don’t 
affect the way he plays the game. 
And McCollum disagreed that the 
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upcoming matchups with South- 
ern and Pitt State, led by former 
Division I coach Kim Anderson, 
would serve as any sort of dry run 
for the postseason. 

As they ready for a trip through 
Joplin and Pittsburg, Kansas, the 
Bearcats cannot be focused on get- 
ting ready, McCollum said. He 
hopes they’re already there. 

“T think at this point in the 
season, if you’re not ready now, 
then you’re probably not gon- 
na be ready,” McCollum said. “I 
don’t think it impacts it one way 
or the other outside of just mak- 
ing sure you start to peak towards 
that postseason.” 

The Bearcats appear to be hit- 
ting their stride as the regular sea- 
son winds down. 

The entire starting lineup has 
shot at least 50% from the field and 
from beyond the arc in the last five 
games. The Bearcats have beat their 
last five opponents — all confer- 
ence foes — by an average of 28.2 
points per game. But McCollum 
isn’t convinced his team is peaking 
at the right time, he said. He won’t 
know until the end — whenever 
that might come. 

“T don’t know, ’cause it’s not the 
right time yet,” McCollum said. “T 
feel like we’re right where we’re 
supposed to be.” 


SPEED 
CONTINUED FROM A12 


“T just had fun with it; I got the 
crowd clapping,” Shanklin said. 
“At that moment I just had some 
more adrenaline.” 

“Tt was cool to see the team lift 
her up,” Masters said. “To see that 
they had a hand in her success is 
pretty cool.” 

Senior Jordan Hammond, 
who scored a personal best in the 
women’s pentathlon, was anoth- 
er athlete that posted national best 
marks. Hammond finished with a 
final point total of 3,717, which 
vaults her into the top five scores 
in the country. 

Perhaps the most feel-good sto- 
ry of the day for the Bearcats came 
via thrower Josh Warner. The se- 
nior was a program veteran that 
left Hughes Fieldhouse with a 
win. Warner won the men’s shot 
put with a throw of 16.44 meters, 
which, Warner said, is the third- 
best throw he has ever had during a 
competition. The win in men’s shot 
put was the fifth-year senior’s first 
win at an NCAA Division II meet. 

“It was good to go out on top,” 
Warner said. 

The road to victory, Warner 
said, and his time at Northwest has 
not always been easy. Warner re- 
members a time before the Bear- 
cats had the opportunity to practice 
in Hughes Fieldhouse when they 
were practicing in Lamkin Activ- 
ity Center during the early hours 
of the morning. He said that the re- 
strictions of Lamkin made practic- 
ing for indoor season extremely dif- 


ficult, but that Hughes Fieldhouse 
has changed that. 

“We can be in this place and 
be so much better than some other 
teams that maybe don’t have that 
opportunity,” Masters said. 

Warner, similar to Austin and 
Hammond, was cheered on by the 
rest of the team. The support, he 
said, was something that was en- 
joyed and welcomed during his 
first career win. Prior to Masters 
addressing the team after the meet, 
chants of his name roared from the 
huddled-up athletes. 

His first-place finish, in some 
ways, derived from the added mo- 
tivation that the team provided. 

“You are always going to com- 
pete harder for your team than you 
will for yourself,” Masters said. 
“That’s the culture that we put in 
place here at Northwest.” 

Masters is looking to carry the 
team unity that was showcased 
throughout the season and at the 
Bearcat Open into the postsea- 
son. Masters, in his conversation 
with the team following the meet, 
told the Bearcats to remain hum- 
ble and hungry. 

“We’ve been the hunters, that’s 
been the philosophy of this team,” 
Masters said. “No one is going to 
give us this (MIAA) championship. 
We gotta take it.” 

The biggest competition for the 
Bearcats in the conference, Masters 
said, will be Missouri Southern and 
Lincoln. Southern has a team with 
great depth, and Lincoln has a lot 
of talent. 

“Two teams that are unbeliev- 
ably talented and scary teams to 
face that are built completely sep- 


4 
| re 


RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIAN 


Northwest track and field senior Jordan Hammond finished out the Bearcat Open Feb. 8 with a final point total of 
3,717. That mark total puts Hammond among the ranks of the country in the category. 


arately,” Masters said. 

The USTFCCCA rankings as 
of Feb. 11 pegged the men as the 
No. | in the MIAA. For the wom- 
en, they sit behind Southern as the 
second-best team in the rankings. 

Masters believes that Northwest 


is somewhat a mix of both depth 
and talent and, in some ways, mir- 
rors the teams that Southern and 
Lincoln are. 

With continued hard work and 
team unity, Masters said, the Bear- 
cats will be the ones left stand- 


ing atop both the men’s and wom- 
en’s sides. 

“If we have that mentality and 
we see the team support each oth- 
er like we do, then other teams will 
wilt and we will have a chance to 
win,” Masters said. 


POSTSEASON 


CONTINUED FROM A12 


Northwest has won three of its 
last four games. Prior to the Jan. 
30 win over Newman, the Bear- 
cats had lost five straight. Of those 
five, four came against teams that 
are in the top half of the confer- 
ence. For Northwest to pile a win, 
or perhaps two, on to the one over 
Lincoln, the Bearcats are following 
the phrase Meyer has lived by over 
the past few weeks. That, he said, 
is the key to the ’Cats’ success go- 
ing forward. 

“Relentless aggression,” Meyer 
said. “Tired of that yet?” 

“T don’t think that we changed 
our process or our mindset,” junior 
guard Zoie Hayward said about the 
recent success. “It’s just about com- 
ing in every day knowing that we 
have to get better and going into 
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Northwest women’s basketball senior guard Kendey Eaton sets up the Bear- 


cats’ offense Feb. 8 against Lincoln. 
those games with an even higher 
mindset of, ‘OK, we’re going to 
play from jump ball to final buzzer 


as hard as we can.’” 
Along with the matchup against 
Southern, the Bearcats will look 


to carry that motto into Pittsburg, 
Kansas, against Pitt State Feb. 15. 
The Gorillas (12-9, 8-7 MIAA) 
have already clinched a spot in the 
conference tournament. Which spot 
they’ Il have is uncertain, much like 
if Northwest will have one at all. 

“T don’t think it’s like, ‘Oh, 
we’re ninth, we have to win,’” 
Hayward said. “It’s just, I mean, 
we’re ninth. And we know if we 
compete and play like we know 
how to play then we can win, and 
we will make the tournament if we 
just keep doing that.” 

For Northwest to guarantee it- 
self a spot in the playoffs, it would 
have to go undefeated the rest of 
the way. Otherwise, it has to find 
some sort of success against South- 
ern, Pitt State, Missouri Western 
and Washburn. That same success 
would have to be coupled with loss- 
es from Newman, Southern and 
Northeastern State. 


The Bearcats, Meyer said, don’t 
have any added pressure down the 
stretch of the season. They are just 
going to compete and see what hap- 
pens, he said. Any urgency, Hay- 
ward said, derives from the fact 
that the team doesn’t want to stop 
its progression throughout the ten- 
ure of Meyer. 

In other words, to be safe, the 
Bearcats have to be unblemished 
throughout the final three weeks. 
That, Meyer said, is easier said 
than done. 

“T guess our goal at the end of 
the day is to be perfect,” Meyer 
said. “Probably never will be but 
that’s the ultimate goal.” 

The ultimate goal is something 
that isn’t attainable this season. 
With 11 losses on the year, North- 
west is far from perfect. But to 
make a run towards and in the post- 
season, the Bearcats will have to 
play close to it. 


Tennis placed atop of preseason rankings 


CRAIG MCMULLEN 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 

When the 2020 
MIAA coaches presea- 
son rankings for North- 
west tennis were re- 
leased, both the men and women 
sat in strong positions. 

The men are predicted to win 
the north division over conference 
foe, Washburn. 

The women’s team is predicted 
to finish second in their respective 
divisions. 

The women got a few first- 
place votes by the other coaches 
in the league but were edged out 
by Central Oklahoma with a five- 
vote difference. 


For the men, Northwest is fol- 
lowed by Washburn, Newman and 
Emporia State. 

The Bearcats, of course, lead all 
MIAA foes in the north division. 
The south division, which is made 
up of GAC teams, is led by South- 
eastern Oklahoma State. 

The makeup of the men’s 
rankings is compiled of two di- 
visions because of the lack of 
tennis programs in the area. 

Along with that, the composi- 
tion of the two conferences com- 
ing together broadens the com- 
petition that the Bearcats could 
face, which could serve well 
when it comes to the postseason. 

As for the women, their rank- 
ings were composed of only teams 


from the MIAA. The thing that 
separated the Bearcats from Wash- 
burn and Northeastern State was 
seven votes. 

The results for both teams, 
coach Mark Rosewell said, aren’t 
too far off from his own idea. 

“The preseason polls seem ac- 
curate to me,” Rosewell said. “We 
have been working hard since the 
second week of school. We had a 
good fall this past year, and we are 
going to get in shape and get all of 
the hitting time in that we can be- 
fore we get outside and start match- 
es here in a couple weeks.” 

The women, Rosewell said, 
have a tall task in front of them. 
The Bearcats aren’t going against 
a team that was voted to the top 


of the conference, they’re go- 
ing against a team that proved it 
should be there with an appear- 
ance in the National Quarterfinals 
a season ago. 

With that, the men are looking 
over to the opposing division for 
stout competition. 

“The toughest team this season 
on the women’s side is going to 
be Central Oklahoma, who won 
the league last year where they 
got to the top eight and we got to 
the top 16,” Rosewell said. “For 
the men, it will be the schools in 
Oklahoma and Arkansas in the 
south division.” 

The season ahead presents 
challenges for the tennis team. 
Accompanying those challeng- 


es are things that Rosewell is 
looking forward to. One of those 
things is getting back into the 
season itself. 

“We always get excited about 
the season this time of year be- 
cause the weather is starting to 
get better, so we can start getting 
out and playing,” Rosewell said. 
“Once we get to March, we will 
be outside practicing.” 

Northwest starts its season 
Feb. 28 against William Jewel in 
Liberty, Missouri. The matchup 
with the Cardinals, in some ways, 
will serve as a measuring stick for 
the two teams that sit toward the 
top of their rankings, respectively. 
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Weiss leaves void for aremnlsta 


ROMAN METCALF 
Sports Reporter | @Roman_metcalf87 

When the Maryville | 
wrestling team takes the ri 
mat for Class 2 District ; 

4 Tournament Feb. 14 

in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, it 
will be without one of its stand- 
out athletes. 

For the first time in two years, 
the ’Hounds will have an absence 
left by junior Connor Weiss. 

Weiss, who qualified for state in 
his first two years of high school, 
will be out due to a shoulder injury 
he sustained during a tri-duel Jan. 
28 against Benton and St. Pius. It’s 
an injury that puts Weiss out for the 
rest of the season. 

“To be honest, I can’t really put 
it into words very well,” Weiss said. 
“T really wish I could be participat- 
ing with all my brothers this week- 
end and at the state tournament.” 

The ’Hounds have struggled 
to find collective success this sea- 
son. Maryville has shown glimps- 
es of its potential. The team is com- 
posed of seemingly promising tal- 
ent at times but drops many duels 
because of the lack of participation 
among the program. The open slots 
throughout meets give free points 
to opposing teams. 

Without having one of its top 
wrestlers on the mat for districts, 
the team will have to find produc- 
tion elsewhere if it wants to ad- 
vance to the state finals as a team 

The MSHSAA wrestling State 


UP NEXT 


MHS @ District Tournament 
Feb. 14-15 
Excelsior Springs, Missouri 


Championships will take place Feb. 
20-22 at the University of Missou- 
ri-Columbia. 

Weiss not being able to go to 
state with his team this year has 
been a hard pill for him to swallow. 

“All the time I put in and to be 
able to not compete for districts or 
state tournaments, this year doesn’t 
feel too great,” Weiss said. “But I 
got next year.” 

Weiss, of course will be return- 
ing for one more year with hopes 
to bring back a state championship 
to the program. 

Earlier in the year, his goals 
were to go undefeated, be a state 
champion and try to bring back a 
state title to Maryville. With his 
shoulder injury, those dreams have 
become nightmares. 

“T really wish that I wasn’t in- 
jured so I could still try to accom- 
plish that goal,” Weiss said. “It is 
what it is, and all I can do from 
here on out is help my teammates 
improve.” 

Despite being out of physical- 
ly competing, Weiss has continued 
to have a positive impact on the 
team. He has continued to inspire 
the team while not on the mat by 
coaching his teammates and help- 


Girls aiming to 


CORBIN SMITH 
Sports Reporter | @curly_corbs 


With four games re- 
maining in the regular 
season, Maryville girls 
basketball is clawing its 
way through fatigue toward a con- 
ference championship. 

The Spoofhounds (15-5, 4-1 
MEC) are in position to win the 
Midland Empire Conference title 
as the regular season finale inches 
near. With three of the last four reg- 
ular season games bearing title im- 
plications, coach Quentin Albrecht 
understands what’s up for grabs. 

“There’s a lot on the line for us 
when it comes to these last three 
conference games,” Albrecht said. 
“We have a chance to either win a 
conference title over the next week 


or lose the conference title over the 
next week.” 

Maryville’s single conference 
blemish stems from a 54-51 loss 
to Smithville in the championship 
game of the Cameron Tournament 
Feb. 1. Before then, the Hounds 
managed to beat conference oppo- 
nents by an average of roughly 16 
points per game. 

However, the Spoofhounds have 
struggled when it comes to big 
game appearances. After facing an 
undefeated Glenwood (Iowa) team 
Feb. 8, Maryville struggled to keep 
up the pressure in the second half. 

“T thought we responded really 
well in the first half, but we kind of 
faded down the stretch,” Albrecht 
said. “I think physically, we were 
kind of fatigued, and mentally, that 
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Maryville wrestling junior Connor Weiss grapples his opponent against Falls City (NE) Jan. 16 in the Hound Pound. 
Weiss, due to injury and personal reasons, will miss the rest of the season. 


ing them get to where they need 
to be. 

“In this time of adversity for 
Connor, I have realized what kind 
of leader he truly is,” junior Keiren 
Watkins said. 

With the possibility that Weiss 


could have a severe shoulder injury, 
he doesn’t let that stop him and has 
risked further injury to make sure 
his teammates are battle-ready for 
the district tournament 

“Despite his injury, he shows 
up for all of our practices and open 


mats to encourage us to wrestle our 
best this week,” Watkins said. 

The extent of Weiss’s injury 
hasn’t been diagnosed yet. The no- 
table part, for the Spoofhounds, is 
the extent is enough to keep him off 
of the mat until next season. 


clinch conference title 


got in our head a little bit.” 

This isn’t the first time Albrecht 
has mentioned the lack of mental 
stamina. The struggle of mental 
fortitude has haunted the "Hounds 
all season and with four games in 
the span of five days, the physical 
fatigue will play a big role in the 
team’s performance. 

“T have a few girls that maybe 
aren’t focused on basketball,” Al- 
brecht said. “The one thing I am 
going to encourage them to do is 
put all the other stuff they’re do- 
ing to the side and focus on what 
we're doing.” 

Albrecht wants the girls to focus 
on utilizing the few available days 
off to rest and not spend their ener- 
gy doing things they shouldn’t be. 
When the girls aren’t in school or 


at practice, Albrecht would find it 
beneficial if the team was at home 
relaxing. 

In addition to physical and men- 
tal fatigue, the team has not had the 
luxury of a home crowd since Jan. 
16. Maryville went 4-3 during its 
seven-game road trip and the bus 
rides totaled more than nine hours. 

“We’ve had some really long 
bus rides that’s tough on the girls,” 
Albrecht said. “I even feel the fa- 
tigue factor with so many hours on 
the bus.” 

The ’Hounds are ready to re- 
turn to the "Hound Pound and fin- 
ish out their season in a fashion 
that will either make or break the 
hopes of a conference champion- 
ship. Maryville will have to finish 
off St. Joseph Benton, Cameron and 
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MHS v Benton 
7 p.m. Feb. 13 
‘Hound Pound 


Savannah before claiming its right 
to the title. 

St. Joseph Benton (4-12) will be 
the first team to enter the ’Hound 
Pound in nearly a month. The Feb. 
13 matchup will be a rather special 
game as Maryville honors its se- 
nior Spoofhounds on a night that 
is traditionally filled with emotions. 

“The girls should be very excit- 
ed to be home Thursday night for 
Senior Night,” Albrecht said. “For 
me, I’m excited about all the rest 
of our games.” 


‘Hounds find success amid two- "game stretch at home 


CALVIN SILVERS 
Sports Reporter | @CalvinSilvers 


It was a strenuous 
start to the week for the ri 
Maryville boys basket- = 
ball players as they par- 
ticipated in atypical back-to-back 
nights with games Feb. 10-11. 

The Spoofhounds (9-8) began 
the two-game stint Feb. 10 when 
Savannah rolled into Maryville. 
The matchup carried some weight 
as the Spoofhounds were looking to 
even their conference record at 2-2. 
They eventually did that with a 54- 
42 win over Savannah. 

The Savages were looking to 
spoil the home team’s advantage, 
jumping to a slim 15-14 lead at the 
end of the first quarter. 

Senior guard Tate Oglesby came 
out with a mindset of scoring and 
revived his team in the second quar- 
ter, pushing Maryville to a 27-21 
lead heading into halftime. 

Oglesby finished with 18 points, 
which was good enough for a 
game-high. He connected on six 
of his shots and went 5-for-6 from 
the line. 

Savannah relied heavily on its 
junior guard Wes Darnell to keep 
within striking distance. Darnell 
finished with 16 points to lead all 
Savannah scorers. 

The consistent scoring of junior 
forward Ben Walker and freshman 
guard Caden Stoecklein surged 
Maryville ahead in the fourth quar- 
ter, ultimately leading to the Spoof- 
hounds accomplishing the goal 
that they set out to attain before 
the game. 

Walker finished with 13 points, 
with all of his shots coming in- 
side the arc. Stoecklein captured 
9 points and was perfect from the 
line. Maryville evened its confer- 
ence record at 2-2 and jumped over 
50% with an overall record of 9-8. 

Coach Matt Stoecklein was im- 
pressed with his team playing with 
high basketball IQ. 

“Savannah is always a team that 
is going to bring their best effort 


and a mix of zone and man,” Matt 
Stoecklein said. “It was important 
for our players to recognize what 
they were in and to start making 
better decisions on offense.” 

Maryville did not get a lot of 
time to celebrate with the quick 
turnaround of games. The Hounds 
were back in action less than 24 
hours later against Cameron (6-15). 

Junior center Marc Gustafson, 
who faced constant action in the 
paint, said the back-to-back action 
wasn’t affecting him. 

“My body is good,” Gustafson 
said. “Coach tells us to rest a lot 
and eat healthy, and I’ve been fol- 
lowing that.” 

For spectators, it wasn’t no- 
ticeable the Spoofhounds played a 
game the night before as they went 
on a 10-0 run in the first four min- 
utes of the game. The quick start 
was led by Oglesby and Caden 
Stoecklein hitting a 3-pointer, along 
with Trey Houchin and Gustafson 
each recording 2 points. 

Cameron called a timeout, re- 
ceiving a demand from its head 
coach to lock down on the mirage 
of shooting the Spoofhounds were 
displaying. The timeout calmed the 
nerves of the Dragon players, and 
they tied the score at 10 in less than 
two minutes. 

The lapse on defense led Matt 
Stoecklein to call a timeout of his 
own to reenergize his team on the 
defensive end. 

“TI told them they have to play 
defense,” Matt Stoecklein said. 
“They didn’t feel our pressure at all. 
They had the ball and they didn’t 
even know we were there. They 
could shoot and do whatever they 
wanted to.” 

The Maryville defense picked 
up its game in the second quarter. 
The Spoofhounds were in the pass- 
ing lanes, which led to steals and 
transition scores. The Spoofhounds 
were also pressing their opponents, 
allowing no drives for the Dragons. 

Maryville headed into the half 
with a 32-20 lead. After scoring 13 
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Junior Ben Walker makes a basket against Cameron for the Maryville Spoof- 
hounds Feb. 11. The Spoofhounds will play at Atlantic High School Feb. 13. 


points in the first quarter, Camer- 
on was held to seven points in the 
second. 

Gustafson came out with tun- 
nel-vision in the second half as he 
used his size advantage against the 
small lineup of the Dragons. He led 
the way with 12 points and was sent 
to the line seven times. 

Matt Stoecklein said they want- 


ed to take advantage of the height 
Cameron brought on the court. 

“They don’t have a tremendous 
amount of size, so we’re trying to 
get Marc going, because if we can 
get him scoring inside, that opens 
up things on the outside,” Matt 
Stoecklein said. “He’s starting to 
finish much better and hit a lot of 
free throws.” 


UP NEXT 


MHS @Atlantic CSD 
6:30 p.m. Feb. 13 
Atlantic, lowa 


Maryville also brought a differ- 
ent approach to this game, hoping 
to avoid players losing energy after 
playing the night before. 

“Tonight we tried to play more 
kids,” Matt Stoecklein said. “We 
tried to play eight to nine kids, and 
we told the players to go hard for 
three minutes then know you have 
a sub coming.” 

Gustafson’s putbacks, kick out 
baskets and rested players allowed 
Maryville to run away with the 
game, winning 55-33. 

Oglesby finished with 11 points, 
including an alley-oop tip-in. Se- 
nior guard Tylan Perry followed 
closely behind Oglesby with 10 
points. However, Gustafson stole 
the spotlight. 

“Just posting up and basic post 
moves really helped me tonight,” 
Gustafson said. “Just being phys- 
ical was huge.” 

Matt Stoecklein is hoping this 
strong performance from his big- 
man will increase his confidence. 

“He just needs to keep grow- 
ing and going up strong,” Matt 
Stoecklein said. “We still have 
some things to work on with him, 
like going up towards the rim as 
we’ ve really been trying to break 
his habit of going away from the 
rim. His confidence will continue 
to grow and we’ll use him more in 
the year.” 

Maryville now stands at 10-8 
overall and 3-2 in the MEC. Matt 
Stoecklein was pleased to pick up 
two conference wins to start off 
the week. 

“Two big wins where moments 
we looked really well, moved the 
ball really well and played real- 
ly well,” Matt Stoecklein said. “It 
feels really good.” 
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Sophomore infielder Olivia Daugherty scores a run in Northwest softball’s 15-2 win over Lincoln April 1. The Bearcats 
have started the 2020 season with a 2-3 record after competing in the Minnesota State DII Softball Classic Feb. 7-9. 


JESS GREIMAN 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 


Five games into the 
2019-20 season, North- 
west softball is optimis- 
tic and eager to play ata 
high level this year. 

Despite a 2-3 start, including a 
pair of back-to-back losses against 
Minnesota State (4-1) and Con- 
cordia-St. Paul (2-3) at the Min- 
nesota State D-II Softball Classic, 
coach Ryan Anderson believes this 
year’s team has the opportunity to 
do something special. 

“We think we’re a regional 
team,” Anderson said. “We have the 
hitting to do it. We have the pitch- 
ing if we can stay healthy. So it’s 
one of those things where, realisti- 
cally, we want to go to regionals.” 

Fielding a regional-level team 
a year removed from a season that 
saw an 11-28 record, including 6-20 
in the MIAA and 1-15 on the road, 
will be no easy task. However, this 
year’s team takes the field with a 
few more factors working in their 
favor, namely health and experi- 
ence, Anderson said. 

“Realistically, we’re a little bit 
more healthy. Last year we got 
hit with injuries, and mentally, we 
didn’t know how to recover,” An- 
derson said. “We had a lot of holes, 
and going into right now, we’re 
somewhat healthy, and hopefully 
that’s what will keep us on track.” 

Injuries, of course, played a part 
in the result of last year’s season, 
with only four players who start- 
ed in all 39 games, making conti- 
nuity difficult to maintain. Howev- 
er, the clear cut advantage of this 
team, Anderson said, is its return- 
ing players. 


‘Cats aim for turnaround 


UP NEXT 


NW @ Alvy Early Classic 
Feb. 14-15 
Bentonville, Arkansas 


“We just have a ton of experi- 
ence,” Anderson said. “Around, re- 
ally, the infield and the outfield we 
have a lot of upperclassmen that 
have played for three years or for 
two years. You can’t duplicate that 
kind of stuff. They’re bringing in 
300 or 400 experienced at-bats and 
when other teams have a freshman 
playing, it shows.” 

And, with five seniors, three ju- 
niors and eight sophomores on the 
roster, experience and maturity will 
understandably be an asset to this 
year’s team. But, when coming 
off a season as poor as last year’s, 
which saw 19 losses by three or 
more runs and eight games in which 
they gave up 10 or more runs, game 
experience can be discredited by 
many. Anderson differs from any 
sort of ideology in that regard. 

“A lot of us were left with a bad 
taste from last year. We had three 
pitchers get hurt and it showed,” 
Anderson said. “Hopefully, we can 
get that out of our head and realize 
we’re the same team but we’re not 
the same team; we’re a new team. 
Mentally, we’re ready to move for- 
ward and start winning.” 

Northwest will have an oppor- 
tunity to get back on track with 
four games in two days Feb. 14-15 
against Arkansas Tech, Southeast- 
ern Oklahoma State, Southern Ar- 
kansas and Maryville in Benton- 
ville, Arkansas, at the Alvy Ear- 
ly Classic. 


Baseball leans on offense for early success 


GUNNAR MCHENRY 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 


When Northwest 
baseball traveled to Ark- 
adelphia, Arkansas, Feb. 
7-9 for the Henderson 
State Invitational, it was looking 
to come back to Maryville with 
three wins. 

The Bearcats found those 
three wins. 

To start the invitational Feb. 7, 
Northwest squared off against the 
host school, Henderson State (1-5). 
The first inning of action for North- 
west (5-2) wasn’t ideal as the Red- 
dies posted three runs on the score- 
board before the Bearcats could get 
a chance to bat. That, Northwest 
coach Darin Loe said, was due to 
some pitching adjustments that the 
Bearcats are working on. 

“We have a great number of new 
pitchers,” Loe said. “Biggest thing 
is that I just need to get to know 
those guys, ... just call pitches to 
their strengths.” 

After the first inning, Northwest 
would outscore Henderson 10-3, 
leading to an eventual 10-6 win for 
the Bearcats. Junior pitcher Jona- 
than McIntyre would get the win 
in the first game of the invitational. 

In Game 2 Feb. 8, the Bearcats 
faced Ouachita Baptist (2-4). Sim- 
ilar to the first game of the invita- 
tional, Northwest found itself trail- 
ing by one run after the first in- 
ning. That deficit, much like the 
one against Henderson, wouldn’t 
be welcomed for long via two runs 
scored from Northwest during the 
top of the second inning. Those two 
runs came from the bat of junior 
outfielder Donovan Warren, who 
recorded a two RBI double. 

The Bearcats lost the lead late 
in the game, but nearly mirroring 
the performance of the first game, 
Northwest came back to win 9-7. 
The win was secured with the final 
strike in the bottom of the ninth, 
but it was almost sure after four 
runs were scored in the top of that 
same inning. 

The offensive performance for 
Northwest, Loe said, is something 
that can lead the Bearcats to suc- 
cess throughout the course of the 
long season. 

“We’re swinging really well,” 


usbank.com 


Visit us today 
for all your financial needs 


Maryville Branches 


UP NEXT 


NW @ MIAA/GLVC Classic 
Feb. 14-17 
Joplin, Missouri 


Loe said. “Had a couple of let-ups 
Week 1, but that offensive group is 
really coming into their own. ... I 
feel like we can score some runs.” 

In the final game of the Hender- 
son State Invitation Feb. 9, North- 
west took on Oklahoma Baptist 
(4-2). 

The Bearcats jumped out on top 
early as they took a 3-1 lead. Short- 
ly after, Northwest added five runs 
in the third inning after an RBI dou- 
ble by sophomore outfielder Jor- 
dan Peck. 

Northwest would give itself a 
seven-run lead going into the fourth 
inning, one that would hold to give 
the Bearcats a clean sweep of the 
trip with a 9-2 win over the Bison. 

The Bearcats record, as it stands, 
Loe said, is very promising. 

“T feel pretty good about our cur- 
rent record right now,” Loe said. 
“When you look at what we have 
accomplished as of recently, we are 
swinging the bats very well, which 
is always a good sign early.” 

The Bearcats’ success and abil- 
ity to fight deficits is, in part, due 
to the breakdown method that Loe 
has implemented into the team. It 
isn’t important, he said, to have a 
bunch of things go right at once. It 
is important, he added, to focus on 
each individual plate appearance. 

“Having a quality at-bat is 
very important to us,” Loe said. 
“Just taking advantage and mak- 
ing something out of every at-bat 
is key.” 

Loe preached how excited he is 
about the journey that lies ahead 
for the 2020 season. It’s a team, he 
said, that has the pieces to take it- 
self deep into the postseason and 
have success throughout the reg- 
ular season. 

“We are just focusing day by 
day,” Loe said. “If we have prac- 
tice we focus on that practice. If it’s 
a game day we focus on the game 
ahead of us. ... We have the pieces 
to do good things, but that’s only if 
we focus on our daily goals.” 


120 S. Main St. & 1621 S. Main St. 


Maryville, MO 64468 


2 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER Member FDIC. 160054¢ 9/16 


AMANDA WISTUBA| FILE 


Northwest baseball senior Tim Olson chats with his first base coach after being walked against Fort Hays State. Ol- 
son appeared in nine games for the Bearcats during the 2019 season. 
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Conference clinchers 
Maryville girls basketball 
looks to claim MEC title. 
see A10 


Hokey pokey 

Softball looks to turn about 
after year plagued with injury. 
see All 


ANDREW WEGLEY | NW MISSOURIAN 


Sophomore guard Trevor Hudgins scored a career-high 36 points in Northwest men’s basketball’s 96-49 win over Lincoln Feb. 8 while shooting 11-of-17 from 
the field and 7-of-10 from 3-point range. Hudgins won his third MIAA Player of the Week award of the season Feb. 10 for his performance against Lincoln. 


Bearcats look to tame Lions 


ANDREW WEGLEY 
Managing Editor | @andrewwegley 


ver the last four 
seasons, North- 
west men’s bas- 


ketball has won 122 
games, claimed four-consecutive 
MIAA regular-season titles, four 
straight conference tournament 
crowns and two of the last three 
NCAA Division II Championships. 
Over the last four seasons, the No. 
1 Bearcats (22-1, 12-1 MIAA) have 
lost six games. They have been the 
top-ranked team in the NCAA’s Cen- 
tral Region for each of the last three 
seasons. They’ve won at least 20 
games in nine consecutive seasons. 
But over the last four seasons, 
there has been one team in the 
country that’s been able to match 
Northwest’s prowess, at least in 
a head-to-head setting. Missou- 
ri Southern (18-4, 11-2 MIAA) 
has split its last six matchups with 
Northwest. The Lions account for 
three of Northwest’s six losses in 
the last four campaigns. They’ re the 


only team to beat Northwest twice 
in four calendar years. And they’ ll 
host Northwest Feb. 13 at the Leg- 
gett and Platt Athletic Center in Jo- 
plin, Missouri. 

“Well, they’ve been good,” coach 


TALE OF THE TAPE 


Last 10 meetings 


Ben McCollum said. “And I think 
we’ve been good. And so, that’s why 
they were able to beat us. I don’t think 
it’s necessarily a specific matchup 
thing or anything like that, it’s just that 
they’re good. And so, we’re gonna 


UP NEXT 


NW @ Missouri Southern 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 13 
Joplin, Missouri 


need to make sure that we’re at our best 
to be able to beat them down there.” 
The matchup in Joplin, of course, 
comes with heavy conference impli- 
cations. Trailing Northwest by one 
game in the conference standings, 
Southern will matchup twice with 
the Bearcats in the next two weeks. 
Each team still controls its own fate. 
Still, the margin for error for both 
Northwest and Southern is thinning. 


i nee sa The top-ranked teams are the only 
two in the MIAA to clinch spots in 
78.3 PPG 72.7 the conference tournament March 4, 
but their seedings within the tourna- 
ment still hang in the balance. Addi- 
GE Reb/gm aaa tionally, the right to host the NCAA 
Central Region tournament remains 
11.2 Ast/gm 9.5 at stake. 
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Track and field runs amok at Bearcat Open 


—_ "Fie : aa #| 
RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIAN 


Junior Caelon Harkey hands off the baton to senior Tyrell Maddox during 
the record-breaking 4-x-400 meter relay race at the Bearcat Open Feb. 8. 


Women fight for postseason bid down seasons stretch 


JON WALKER 
Sports Editor | @ByJonWalker 

For the first time 
since 2013-14, North- 
west women’s basket- 
ball eclipsed the mark 
of 10 wins in a season. 

There was potential for that to 
happen Feb. 6 when the Bearcats 
squared off against No. 18 Central 
Missouri in Bearcat Arena. That 
potential diminished when the Jen- 
nies ran away in the fourth quarter 


to go home with a 73-60 win. 
That same potential occurred 
Feb. 8 against Lincoln, the team 
that anchors the bottom of the 
MIAA standings. And, of course, it 
became a reality when the Bearcats 
clawed by the Blue Tigers 59-45. 
“Yeah we’ve had the results that 
maybe we haven’t had in the past,” 
Northwest coach Austin Meyer 
said. “I feel like we’ve made huge 
jumps. If we continue to focus on 
those little things — the process we 


NATHAN ENGLISH 
Sports Reporter | @ThananEnglish 

Hosting 40 teams and 
roughly 1,300 competi- 
tors Northwest indoor 
track and field team had 
numerous athletes on both the 
men’s and women’s side post top- 
five marks across the nation. The 
Bearcat Open Feb. 7-8 at the Carl 
& Cheryl Hughes Fieldhouse. 

In its last home meet of the sea- 
son, the most dramatic of those that 
punched their ticket to the NCAA 
Division II Indoor Track and Field 
National Championships came in 
the men’s 4-x-400-meter relay. The 
race, per usual, was the last event 
of the meet and the anticipation was 
palpable as the lights were dimmed 
prior to the race and Guns N’ Ros- 
es reverberated off of the four walls 
of the building. 

The team — made up of junior 


talk about, the culture, all of that lit- 
tle stuff — the results will happen.” 
The traditionally process-focused 
program has rather meaningful results 
that stand in front of them over the next 
three weeks which determine the fate 
of the season. With six games left in 
the regular season, the Bearcats (11-11, 
6-7 MIAA) sit ninth in the conference, 
the top 10 teams reach the conference 
tournament in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Meyer has preached throughout 
the season that the only result the 


Caelon Harkey, senior Tyrell Mad- 
dox and sophomores Abdelrahim 
Mahgoub and Omar Austin — was 
poised for a special race when the 
anchor, Austin, got the baton with 
a substantial lead. 

As Austin neared the finish line, 
a pack of Bearcats were gathered 
around with anxious enthusiasm that 
transitioned between glancing at the 
clock on the scoreboard and cheer- 
ing on Austin as he rounded the fi- 
nal turn. Maddox was waving his 
arms and spurring Austin on as he 
crossed the finish line. The final time 
for the team was 3 minutes, 10 sec- 
onds and 96 milliseconds. The time 
marked a new program record and 
the third-fastest time in the country. 

What followed was a mosh pit 
of celebration, including everyone 
from athletes to graduate assistants 
to coach Brandon Masters himself. 
The win, Masters said, was a state- 
ment race for the team. 


Bearcats focus on is the next one. That 
area of focus will come in the form of 
a matchup against Missouri South- 
erm (7-14, 4-9 MIAA) Feb. 13 in Jop- 
lin, Missouri. The Lions, Meyer said, 
don’t present the record that other pro- 
grams in the top-heavy conference do. 
However, he added, that doesn’t mat- 
ter when the two teams meet. 

“Just gotta have that mindset that 
we’re on the road again; it’s just us,” 
Meyer said. “We know we’ve gotta 
compete and play hard. Southern’s a 


UP NEXT 


NW @ Gorilla Classic 
Feb. 14-15 
Pittsburg, Kansas 


“It says, ‘Hey, we’re here and 
this race is ours,’” Masters said. 

Freshman Jada Shanklin was also 
a recipient of some raucous support 
from her team. Shanklin won the 
women’s high jump with a jump of 
1.75 meters, which was her personal 
best in college, top five in the coun- 
try and automatically qualified her 
for NCAA Division II Indoor Track 
and Field National Championships 
March 13-14 in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. Shanklin cleared the bar on 
her last attempt to a loud reception 
from many of her teammates and 
also a few of her opponents. 


SEE SPEED | AQ 


UP NEXT 


NW @ Missouri Southern 
5:30 p.m. Feb. 13 
Joplin, Missouri 


team that is below us but they play 
well athome. And they’re a team that 
if we don’t come out ready to com- 
pete and play hard, we won’t win 
the game.” 


SEE POSTSEASON | AQ 


